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Etched in history as Geronimo’s 
final resting place, one of the 
Old West’s most prominent Army 
posts is world-renowned for its 
authentic military re-enactments 
- and the Fort Sill Museum 
boasts one of the world's largest 
- collections of military artifacts 
and memorabilia. 


From wild outdoor expeditions to 
one-of-a-kind museum experiences, 
year-round adventures 

are just a short drive away 
in southwestern Oklahoma. 


and 11 scenic lakes in one ot uwam 

Hike, climb, ride, fish, observe wildlifi 

he view from the foot of Mount Scott. 


Explore over by.uuu aue. 
most picturesque setting? 
just relax and enjoy 


Lawton 
Fort Sill 

CHAMBER 

COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 


Mountains of Adventure 

1 * * $ 3 

Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce 

629 SW C Avenue Lawton, OK 73501 

1 - 800 - 872-4540 

www.lcci.org 
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Life on the road is never a drag — not when you con take 
the house and its comforts along for the ride. 
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From desert dunes in Little Sahara State Park to buffalo 
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High Steaks 54 

Standard Midwest fare gets an elegant boost at 
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"We’ve taken a minimalist, 
more modem approach with 
the new design," sa vs Steven 
Walker of Oklahoma Todays 
revamped look. 

Walker, owner of Walker 
Creative, Inc., die Oklahoma 
City design firm which has an- 
directed the magazine since 
1 992, leads a staff of three 
designers. A 1 999 UCO 
graphic design graduate, Audi 
T omek (left) was raised in 
Arkansas. Amy Johnson 
(center) obtained her master s of 
fine arts from the Art Institute of Chicago and returned to Oklahoma a year ago from a 
teaching position in Montana. Leisa Geiger (right), who returned to Oklahoma from 
Dallas in October, studied fine arts at OU, 

L£ The process was a team effort, so many heads involved,” says Walker of implementing 
this redesign. “I believe that group dynamic is a requirement when creating high-quality 
editorial design," His firm has received dozens of national design awards over the years for 
work on Oklahoma Today and other clients. Walker lives in Norman with his family. 



Photographer Michael Hardeman of 

Dallas invests ninety days a year shooting in 
Oklahoma, Of the "Shades of Splendor” 
portfolio (page 32), he says, "1 make it a 
goal to show the beauty as well as the power 
of the landscape rhat might not otherwise 
be seen," His work is also available in a 
2002 calendar, Wild and Scenic Oklahoma 
(BrownTrour, $ 1 1 .99). In addition to a 
trained eye, Hardeman has a musical ear: 

He hosts a weekly ABC radio show, 
America s Best Country Countdown , A Sand 
Springs native and QSU grad, Hardeman s 
landscapes have been featured in the pages 
of Oklahoma Today since 1994. 7 his is his 
third cover for the magazine* 


Jay Grelen has two pieces in this issue, 
"Its a Wonderful Life” (page 38) and 
"Round and Round” (page 72), Grelen, 
originally from Marianna, Florida, is a 
veteran reporter with stints in Louisiana, 
Kentucky, and Alabama. He began his 
most recent job in South Carolina in 
November. Grelen published Race the 
Sun: Down the Road in Oklahoma 
(Bigfoot Books, 2000), a collection of 
seventy-seven of his columns which 
originally appeared in the Daily Oklaho- 
man. He and his wife Cindi have two 
daughters, Samantha and Rebekah. 
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f~t ead West y or the adventure of a lifetime. From the nation’s 
finest minor league baseball park to our new canal that winds through the 
historic Bricktown district in downtown Oklahoma City, there’s plenty to see 
and do. Let the natural wonders of the world surround you in our new IWERKS 
large format theater. Our nationally acclaimed zoo boasts animals from every 
corner of the globe. The National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum can 
transport you back to the days of the wagon train. There’s so much more, 
of course. Come to Oklahoma City and see how the west was fun. 


f >e tn/erne/ a/ 


^ * d £ ;«g 

1 wr$w/j ■ 



t . 

JMttj . 

j|j 


Whatever you can do, or dream you can, begin il Boldness has genius, power, and magic in if. — -Goefhe 


Ed itor'sLetter 


CALL OF THE ROAD 



The Trophy Case 

Laurels \o the Oklahoma Today staff and 
contributors. The magazine has received 
several awards recently, including three 
first-prize Katie Awards, given by the Dallas 
Press Club in November. The Oklahoma 
Chapter of the Sierra Club honored the 
magazine with its 2001 Conservation 
Journalism award, also in November, 

In October, the magazine was named a 
finalist in design for the prestigious Ozzie 
Award, and in September, Ot/ahoma 
Today garnered seven International 
Regional Magazine Association honors, 
including the gold for Special Focus Issue 
for the Oklahoma City issue (July/ August 
2000). Congratulations to the many dozens 
of talented people who moke this kind of 
recognition possible. 


This, our Travel Issue 2002, invites you to explore the land around you. We are just 
contrarian enough at Oklahoma Today to believe that in this time of lessened distance travel, 
exploratory missions around the state will spike, perhaps even steadily increase. We believe 
that Oklahomans will take a renewed interest in their homeland, rediscovering why we choose 
to live here and why we love this multifaceted land with its warm community spirit. 

A creative energy — wherever you’re positioned on die 
right-brain/ left-brain spectrum — exists in the discovery of 
new interests and new places. If you live in Durant, when 
was the last time you visited Bardesvillc? Remember the 
famed OK Mozart festival held there each June? Pencil it 
| into your alien dar and make an early reservatio n at the 
Hotel Phillips. Maybe you're a lifelong resident of the 
wonderfully diverse Lawton, home to the Comanche 
Nation, a legendary army base, and hundreds of buffalo. 
When was the last time you drove through Oklahoma’s 
Panhandle— way, way out west — for a high plains cruise 
that ended up at Black Mesa? Clinton residents, did you 
catch the autumn colors last fall along theTaiimena Drive? 
If not, make a commitment to do it this year. The Left} 7 
Frizzell Festival in Pawnee, Woolaroc near Pawhuska, 
deal -finding at the Haskell Antique Auction, lunch at 
Enrique’s at the Ponca City Municipal Airport, a tour 
through the Fred Jones Jr, Museum of An in Norman — 
each of these outstanding travel opportunities awaits* 

On the off chance you haven't a clue where to begin, 
contributing editor Shcilah Bright of Sand Springs and senior editor Steffie Corcoran of 
Oklahoma City have drafted for your datebook a comprehensive schedule of activities and 
events designed ro sate your wanderlust. For each of the coming year s fifty- two weeks, these 
coauthors have balanced pleasure with culture, indulgence with enlightenment. Their article, 

“52 Weeks in Oklahoma” (page 46 ), allows fora luxe spring break (sleep late and eat pancakes 
for dinner, they tell us) and a turn at Broadway performances (check out Phantom of the Opera 
when it comes to Oklahoma City's Civic Center Music Hall in late August). Factor in midsum- 
mer forays down (and in) the Illinois River and holiday light displays on Grand Lake, and the 
year rounds out. 

Photographer Tom Luker, a Coweta native and longtime contributor to Oklahoma Today , 
captured the richly varied human side of Oklahoma’s RV subculture in “It's a Wonderful Life” 
(page 38), An acute observer of the human condition, Luker’s photographs reveal a true 
documentarian at work. If you never thought owning (or renting) an RV was for you, then be 
sure to read this story* 

Whatever the size of your wheels, the call of the road beckons. 
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"Letter writing is the only device for combining solitude with good company/' — lord Byron 


Feed Back 


OKLAHOMA 



Down in the Valley 

My brother Gene Haze enjoys Okla- 
homa Today magazine because it brings 
back vivid memories of bis childhood in 
Oklahoma. Gene was born on November 
7, 1921, in Shawnee* Following the his- 
toric Route 66 highway, seven teen-year- 
old Gene helped his family drive to Cali- 
fornia from Pawnee. Gene is now a re- 
tired car businessman in the San Joaquin 
Valley of California, and he can hardly 
wait to get his Oklahoma Today subscrip- 
tion this year. 

Donno Rothschiller 

LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA 



OltJahomo Today reader Gene Haze, here 
at age 1 % turned 80 in November 2001 . 


Armchair Traveler 

Ever)' time l read Oklahoma Today, 1 see 
events and places I failed to notice while 
growing up, places which have blos- 
somed” since I left* Now fm visiting Okla- 
homa again through each edition — a won- 
derful adventure. Keep up the great work, 
Margaret Blazer 

GLENDALE, ARIZONA 

Sick with Enjoyment 

1 wanted you to know I have really 
been enjoying the magazine. After my 
surgery, Friends and family kept me 
stocked with reading material. I really 
enjoyed the Oklahoma Today magazines 
they brought. The photography is bril- 
liant, and the articles are interesting and 
informative. What a great publication. 
Your ream does great work. 

Stephanie DeClerck 

ENID 

During a recent hospital stay, my mother 
brought me the November/ December 
2001 issue of Oklahoma Today magazine. 
It was a much-appreciated part of my re- 
covery. 1 greatly en joyed the holiday gift 
guide (“Gifted”) by Steffte Corcoran 
and the short essay, “Ornamental*” by 
Bill Bernhardt. My husband enjoyed the 
excerpt of Tony Hi Merman's new book* 
and our fourteen-year-old son devoured 
in one sitting the Mat Hoffman profile. 
Thank you for producing a magazine 
that can be enjoyed by the entire family. 
Please sign me up fora subscription. 

Judy Schoelen 

MIDWEST CITY 

Strong Feelings 

I sat down last night and took a 
minute to browse through the magazine 
and was not only impressed but very 
moved by the editor's letter (November/ 
December 2001, “Living ProoP), What 
an expression, I was completely over- 


whelmed with the emotions that the 
piece provoked, and you are absolutely 
correct: Each day should be cherished, 
the ones we love held a little tighter, and 
our words should be words of kindness 
and love. 

Alter everything that has happened in 
recent months, we must be thankful that 
it is making us a stronger, more united 
nation instead of tearing us apart. Wirh 
that said, the same thoughts should be ap- 
plied to our personal relationships. Thank 
you very much for the thoughts; the writ- 
ing was just incredible. 

Kristen Ruddell 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

Out Back 

We love your magazine — I cannot say 
enough about it. Not being native, we are 
learning much about this fine state. In 
these days of constant travel, we forget to 
explore the world out our back door. You 
have given us numerous ways to find ad- 
venture near home. 

Thanks again, 

Jim and Vicki Boyd 

QAREMORE 

In Memoriam 

We visited the Oklahoma City National 
Memorial at the end of September 2001. We 
feel that you have honored the 168 Okla- 
homa City bombing victims in a most digni- 
fied and loving way (“The Official Record of 
the Oklahoma City Bombing”}, 

Wc were very moved by the whole expe- 


Qklahoma Today welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters are subject to editing and 
must include name, address, and o day- 
time phone number. Send letters to: Okla- 
homa Today, Attn. Editor, P.O. Box 
53384, Oklahoma City, OK 73152 or 
fax to (405) 522-4588 Address elec- 
tronic mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 
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rienee at the memorial- Our seven-year-old 
granddaughter, Emily Stephenson, felt 
that s h e was real ly hd p i ng Okl a ho m a a n d 
the United States by writing her messages 
on the chalkboard. Wc loved your special 
issue, and when friends back home saw it, 
they wanted one. 

Connie Quarnberg 

SCIPIO, UTAH 


made reference to playing in a band with 
Kevin Welch. Well, it was getting funnier 
by the minute: Kevin Welch was my first 
boyfriend in seventh grade at Monroney 
junior High. 

Things settled down, and I got ail the way 
to page thirty-seven and a short essay by 
William Bernhardt, 1 used to live across the 


street from the Bernhardts in junior high 
and babysat William and his little sister. 1 
wanted you to know how much 1 enjoyed 
this issue — it was like a reunion with my 
growing- up years. Thank you for such a 
wonderful magazine. 

Faith Hinson Moore 

CHOCTAW 


Surprise Party 

When we received our November/De- 
cember 2001 holiday issue, 1 started at 
the front as I always do and got to page 
eight, “ Letters,'" 

Imagine my surprise to see a picture of 
Mrs, Avis Hemmer, the librarian ai Mid- 
west City Library while 1 was growing up. 
1 went to junior high and high school 
with her daughter, Lisa, Then as 1 moved 
on to the next column, I saw a letter 
signed by Patti Carver. Patti and her hus- 
band served as youth ministers at our 
church, First Baptist Church ol Nicoma 
Park. It was wonderful to read the words 
of an old friend. On the next column was 
a letter by Gary Johnson about music. He 
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Star of Stage and Screen 
Carol Lawrence 
presents 

“Come Sing With Me” 

an evening of Broadway. 
7:30 p.rrt.* 
February 2* 2002 
UCOs Mitchell Hall* 
Edmond* Oklahoma 




Titanic 

Maury Yeston and 
Peter Stones five-time 
Tony Award-winning 
musical. 

7:30 p,m,* 

March 12.2002 
Santa Fe High School* 
Edmond* Oklahoma 
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RELISH TULSA. A SAVORY MIX OF PAST AND PRESENT POISED ON THE EDGE OF THE FUTURE. 



WOW! 



PHOTO BY DAVID FITZGERALD 







MARKETPLACE 


FLAG SALUTE 



Talk about high-flying products— at Norman's American 
International, respect for the flag means everything. 

By Brooke Demetz 





Starstruck 

“The flag of the United States shall be 
thirteen stripes* alternate red and white* 
with a union of thirteen stars of <«, 

white on a blue field," said a 
resolution of Congress in 1777, Look 
closely at this interpretation* known as 
the Bennington flag* and you will notice 
the stars are seven-pointed. Nylon three- by- 
five-foot flag, $36. 


History in the Making 

The Bedford flag was the first cloth 
emblem of the American Revolution 
Carried by the Bedford ntinuremen 
at the Battle of Concord, Black 
says it depicts the arm of God 
ordering soldiers to * conquer 
or die." $38, 


A Small Acts of Bravery 

Vietnam Veterans of America, World War 11 
Commemorative, Coast Guard, and Green 
Mountain Boys are all flags acknowledging the 
brave individuals who helped shape our 
country, These small nylon flags allow light to 
shine through, showing the brilliance of the 
colors. Four-by-six-inch flag on staff $2,70. 
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t Striking Back 

Colonel Christopher Gadsden, an officer in 
the Revolutionary Army, first introduced rhis 
protest flag, recently regaining popularity as a 
sign of defiant patriotism, to the Provincial 
Congress in South Carolina in 1775. The 
handmade flag depicts a coiled rattler, which, 
when provoked, strikes back. Three- by-five- 
foot dyed replica, $35, 
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NvotNHar nhot 



"One flag, one land, one 


heart, one hand, one nation evermore." — Oliver Wendell Holmes 


+ Pride of the Nation 

The Choctaw Nation became the first tribe in 
American history to adopt a flag, their ini rial 
effort a symbol of support for the Confederacy 
during the Civil War. American International 
made all the Indian flags for Oklahoma's State 
Capitol but sells them only after receiving 
permission from the executive branch at the 
tribal headquarters. 



tom 


til ? 


OKLAHOMA 


I State of Mind 

The first flag of Oklahoma was approved by the 
state legislature in March 1911* But after World 
War I, the flag was re-created because some 
thought the old one featured communist 
symbols. The present-day banner blends two 
Indian cultures. The blue background was 
borrowed from a Choctaw flag, and the bison- 
hide shield was based on a similar Osage shield. 
$12 to $159, depending on size and quality * 


► Talking Threads 

“Interesting how flags talk/' says Black* This 
handmade Darby's Rangers flag traces the 
American invasion in World War II. The 
stars represent the fifteen most signifi- 
cant campaigns of the war, and the 
spears symbolize the six major 
invasions by sea at Normandy. 

Prices for a dyed version range from 

$34 to $149, 




< Gone but Not Forgotten 

The Vietnam Prisoner of War and Missing in 
Action flag was created in 1971 by Mar)' Hoff, 
whose husband was listed among the missing 
during the Vietnam era. Other than Old 
Glory, the POW-MIA flag is the only one to 
have flown over the White House. According 
to federal estimates, 1,994 Americans remain 
unaccounted for in Southeast Asia. Four-by- 
six-inch flag, $ 2.70 : Full size, $32. 


POLE POSITION 



A Flower Power 

This flag, now considered decorative* was first 
created in the eighth century. The oriflamme 
was given to Charlemagne (or Charles the 
Great) from the Pope. The red symbolizes 
Saint Denis* the blue Saint Martin. Later* the 
colors merged with white, symbolic of Joan of 
Arc* to create the hues of the present-day 
French flag. Black's handmade version of this 
flag can be seen flying at a manor tn Somerset* 
England* Approximately $250, 


The telephones ring constantly al American 
International. "No, we don't have any more/' 
and "We' re expecting an order in two 
weeks!" are the most common cries* 

Since the September 1 1 terrorist attack, 
jack Black, owner of the Norman flag store, 
has completely sold out of American Flags and 
Flagpoles. But Black, who opened his store in 
1989 just before the Gulf War, understands 
the flurry of patriotism. He's based his entire 
business philosophy on it* 

"My purpose was to make a living and a 
difference," he says. 


Black crafts, sells, and displays historical 
and contemporary flags* His store traces 
the evolution of flags from 3200 B.C. 
through the American Revolution and Civil 
War to present times, American 
International sells nationwide, with some 
customers in England and South America* 
Black says he hopes the store eventually 
will become a museum as well. 

American International ships nationwide , 
fours are available by appointment 1205 
West Main in Norman , {405) 264-1776 or 
(8001830-1776. 
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TrizecHahn 



OFFICE PROPERTIES 

I Williams Center Towers I & II 


For leasing information, 
call l om Hinds at 

918.587.9500 

Please visit our website at www.trizechahn.com 


It's been said, "Image is Everything", 
which is why our tenants include many 
of Tulsa's most prestigious companies, 
including: 

* American Electric Power 

* Baird, Kurtz and Dobson, CPA*s 

* AFN Communications 

* BSW International 

* Marsh Advantage America/ 

Seabury & Smith, Inc. 

* Nortel Networks 

* MCI WoHdcom 

* Samson Resources Company 

* Urban Design Group 

» Manpower International, Inc. 

* Process Engineering Design 

A great opportunity has been created in 
which 100,000+ square feet of Class "A" 
office space has become available in 
Tulsa's Downtown Williams Center 
Towers. They are just steps away from 
luxury hotel accommodations, quality 
dining, banking and financial services, 
and Tulsa's Performing Arts Center. 

The Williams Center Towers are located 
near the interdispersal Loop, the Tulsa 
International Airport and Interstate 44. 

Space may be tailored to accommodate 
multi-floor corporations, appropriate 
floor areas for larger companies, as well 
as suitable for those requiring limited 
space. Features and amenities include: 

* High-speed fiber optic infrastructure 

* Media conference center 

* State-of-the-art video surveillance 

* 24-hour on-site security 

* Multi-zone heat and AC 

* Full-service executive car wash 

* On-site convenience store 

* Travel Agency 
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The om i$ clean and cold, il feels like frost, and M draws the skin Mg hi about ihe hands and fen e "* — N. Scott Momoda/ 


JanuaryResolutions 



Munch on block- 
eyed peas, moke 
your resolutions, 
ond watch corpor- 
ate culture and 
college football 
merge at ihe Nokii 
Sugar Bowl ond 
Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. 
Hoppy New Year! 


Are you r Calvins in 
ihe wash? Then get 
thee to the Chisholm 
Traill Museum in 
Kingfisher for ihe 
"Victorian Under- 
garments" historical 
workshop. I p.m. 


The United Nations 
has dubbed 2002 ihe 
International Year of 
Ecotourism. So grab 
your binoculars, head 
to Great Salt Plains 
State Park, and watch 
the wintering fowl. 


Razzle-dazzle! It's 
the Harlem 
Globetrotters at 
Oklahoma City's 
My r tod Convention 
Center, 2 p.m. 
Bring your Sharpie 
for ihe poslgame 
aulograph session. 


Going lo Dallas this 
weekend? Be sure 
to slop ot the Okla- 
homa Welcome 
Center in Thock- 
erville to pick up 
free maps and 
brochures for each 
of Oklahoma's 
state parks. 


Bailer up! On Ihis 
day in 1 973, 
the American 
league instituted i 
ihe designated A 
hitter rule. J0K 


The Oklahoma City 
Blazers and Tulsa 
Oilers face off al the 
Myriad in Oklahoma 
Cily. |l r s ihe Blazers' 
lost season at the 
Myriad before 
moving to a brand- 
new arena a block 
away. 7:05 p.m. 


Don't expect lo eol ot 
the Chili Bowl Midgel 
Nationals. This Is 
racing territory, 
where souped-up go- 
carts travel 'round 
indoor dirt tracks. 
Bring earplugs. 
January 9-12 at ihe 
Tulsa Expo Center. 


Hjr Of the Gkla- 
W homa Historical 
^ Society's 34 
museums, just 4 
charge admission 
Show your support 
for public museums 
by dropping some 
change into ihe 
donation cup. 


Catch ihe Longhorn 
World Championship 
Rodeo at Ihe Tulsa 
Convention Center, 
January 11-14. 

Watch for husband- 
wife teams Jim and 
Betty Roper of Oktoha 
and Dale and Kalhy 
Yerigon of Pryor, 


For the lucky among 
you, Iry your hand 
ot 2 1 in the new 
blackjack room ot 
Blue Star Gaming 
and Casino, 5 1/2 
miles souih of Ponca 
City. 2 p.m. fo 2 
a m, doily. 


Hindu? Christian? 
Bud d hi si? Here in 
America, we hove il 
oil, thank you very 
much. IFs Religious 
Freedom Day! 


Bel h any native 
Shannon Lucid 
celebrates her 
59lh birthday today. 
In 1996, the 
astronoul spent a 
record-setting 188 
days aboard Russian 
space station Mir. 


Slip on your gloves 
and o warm wrap 
and head to one of 
the many areas 
□round the state 
prime for bald 
eagle viewing 


Wiih cola snaps ever 
present this month, 
toast your spirits with 
o scented votive from 
Keepsake Candies in 
Bartlesville. 


"We all come on 
different ships, but 
we're in the some 
boot now,” said 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Remember his legacy 
ot one of the many 
parades in his honor 
around the state. 


Apple far teacher 
and schoolmarm 
lectures Relive those 
glory years at the 
Rose Hill School in 
Perry, living histories 
ore designed for 
students, but observers 
are welcome. 


Landscape 
photographer ond 
occasional 
Oklahoma Today 
contributor Richard 
Doy exhibits his work 
at Mormon's 
Firehouse Art Center 
through February 1 7 


Kiss your computer 
On this day in 1 984, 
Apple rolled out 
Macintosh, forever 
changing the way 
we view desktops. 
(Thank heavens for 
iMocs, though — the 
price tag back then 
was $2,495.1 


The 100 Show at 
OSU's Gardiner Art 
Gallery recognizes 
Ihe best in design — 
brochures, posters, 
logos — in on exhibit 
borrowed from the 
American Center for 
Design, Through 
February 6. 


Been hankering 
for o night flight, 
courtesy your local 
renl-a-pilot? Take 
advantage of the 
bright sky and 
heightened visibility 
of tonight's full moon, 


Angie Debo was 
born on this day in 
1 890. To celebrate 
her rich contribution 
So Oklahoma his- 
tory, purchase a 
copy of And Stilt the 
Waters Run; The 
Betrayal of the Five 
Civilized Tribes. 


In love? You've go) 
two weeks left to 
plan that Valentine's 
Day surprise 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 
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The City That’s an Oklahoma Classic 
Classic Museums... Classic Antiques 



Where yesterday comes alive ...and today stands still. 

Shop, stroll and savor all that Claremore has to offer. 

In the pastoral heart of Green Country. ..where the West begins! 





HISTORIC 




Claremore Convention and Visitors Bureau 

918 . 341.2818 

www.daremore.org 


{■tb! 
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vS. BEVERLY PARKER; LINDBERGH. WAYNOKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Snowflakes fall, cov'ring all; trees once tall now seem small in the quiet intimacy of a soft winter fantasy 

— Maxine Sanford Austin, Oklahoma poet 


FebruaryFrost 



"GIVE ME SOME SUGAR, SUGAR!" 

Need something special to give your loved one 
this Valentine's? A plate of warm cookies usually 
does the trick. 

Blend together 3/4 cup margarine, I 1/4 cups of sugar, and I 
egg. Add 2 tablespoons of vanilla, 2 1/2 cups of flour, and 1/2 
teaspoon of salt. Chill dough. Roll out and cut with your fa- 
vorite cutters. Bake at 330 degrees for 12 minutes. 


Gallop over to the 
Lazy E Arena in 
Guthrie for a big 
dose of bull at the 
opening night of 
Bullnanza. The 2002 
event memorializes 
Freckles Brown of 
Hugo and Lane Frost 
of Lane, Oklahoma. 


Since 1 887, 
Punxsutawney Phil's 
predictions have 
been accurate 39 
percent of the time. 
Don't let that stop 
you: Celebrate 
Groundhog Day in 
sun or in shadow — 
it's almost spring! 


Starting today, 
there's a great 
reason to stop by 
the Untitled Gallery 
in Oklahoma City: 

A mixed-media 
exhibit by Norman 
sculptor Don 
Longcrier. Opening, 
5:30-9 p m. 


John Wayne fans 
and history buffs, 
take note. The 
Guthrie Gunfighters 
host an Old West 
gunfight reenactment 
each Saturday at the 
corner of 2nd and 
Harrison, 1 p.m. 


The lone eagle has 
landed. Today marks 
the 100* birthday of 
aviation hero Charles 
Lindbergh, who once 
used Waynoka as a 
layover for his short- 
lived Transcontinen- 
tal Air Transport 
Airline. 


Don't forget the 
cardinals and 
finches. It's National 
Birdfeeding Month 
and the coldest time 
of the year for the 
little critters, who 
need extra fuel to 
get through these 
bitter months. 


The thunder rolls 
today for country 
superstar Garth 
Brooks, who turns 
the big 4-0. Re- 
member the guy 
with friends in low 
places by pur- 
chasing his recent 
release, Scarecrow. 


The Sooner State's 
Hispanic population 
is growing. Honor 
America's melting 
pot spirit by eating 
Tex-Mex on the 
85th anniversary of 
Constitution Day in 
Mexico. Cinco de 
febrerol 


A big smooch for 
your sweetheart. 
This Valentine's 
Day, appreciate the 
simple things about 
the one you love. 


In Cuba in 1 898, 
the battleship Maine 
was sunk in an act 
of war, killing 260 
U.S. soldiers 
"Remember the 
Maine" inspired 
Enid to rename its 
Main Street to 
Maine Street. 


Support women's 
sports. All-American 
point guard Stacey 
Dales and 2001 
Big 1 2 Coach of the 
Year Sherri Coale 
host the Lady 
Sooners against 
Nebrasko todoy 
at 4 p.m. 


Give it up — 
cigarettes, sloth, 
sodium, whatever 
vice you're ready 
to let go of — for 
Lent on this Ash 
Wednesday. 


The Frank turns 58. 
Send Governor 
Keating a birthday 
card to the Gover- 
nor's Mansion at 
820 Northeast 23rd 
Street, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73105. 


Drag out those 
colored beads and 
paper lanterns: Both 
Chinese New Year 
(now the Year of the 
Horse) and Mardi 
Gras (Fat Tuesday) 
kick off today. 


We've had 43 of 
them so far 
(counting Dubya). 
On President's 
Day, pick your 
favorites and 
remember what 
you liked about 
them And enjoy 
the day off. 


The pucks will fly as 
the Tulsa Oilers take 
on intrastate rivals, 
the Oklahomo City 
Blazers, tonight at 6 
p.m. at the Tulsa 
Convention Center. 


It's one of the final 
Polar Bear Days at 
the Tulsa Zoo. The 
bears will be 
around anyway, 
but if the day's 
projected high is 
below freezing, 
adults and kids get 
in half-price. 


Got the blues? Then 
drive to Fountain- 
head State Park's 
recreation building 
(it's right next to the 
lodge) and savor 
the bittersweet 
sounds tonight at 
the Fountainhead 
Blues Festival. 


Brides-to-be, check 
out the Pauls Valley 
Bridal Fair. It's not 
your typical white 
satin affair: Here 
you'll find seminars 
on tuxes, a fashion 
show, and o 
wedding gown 
giveaway. 


Now that the 
earlycomers have 
gone, visit Gilcrease 
Museum's traveling 
exhibition. The 
Hewitt Collection of 
African American 
Art, on loan until 
April 14 


Art and politics 
aren't such strange 
bedfellows. Tonight's 
Oklahoma Scholar- 
Leadership lecture 
features Demetria 
Martinez speaking 
on Poetry & Political 
Imagination. OU 
campus, 7 p.m. 


Finish off the 
weekend with a 
relaxing evening of 
acoustic folk 
starring singer- 
turned-psychologist- 
turned-singer Lucy 
Kaplansky at the 
Blue Door in 
Oklahoma City. 


Stop by the Museum 
of the Cherokee 
Strip in Enid and 
listen to Dr. Daniel 
C. Snell's lecture, 
"What Is Islam?", 
the first in the Brown 
Bag Luncheon 
series, continuing 
in March. 


Today, Spay Day 
USA, spay or neuter 
your pet or pay for a 
shelter animal's 
surgery Check with a 
local veterinarian for 
specific programs 
and incentives. 


WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


URDAY 


FRIDAY 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


“Love is the silent speech 
of the heart when nothing 
needs to be said/’ 

— Ruth Boorstin 
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"Houston, this is Apollo 10. You can tell the world we have arrived — General Thomas P, Stafford 
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Skiatook Statuary's Concrete Delights 

S kiatook seems an unlikely place to encounter a ten-ton hippopotamus, an 
eight-ton rhinoceros, or a four thousand-pound gorilla. And how about 
giant tortoises, lions, pigs, gargoyles, and dinosaurs? 

These creatures and thousands more of all shapes, sizes, and imaginings 
populate the five-acre yard of Skiatook Statuary, home to perhaps America’s 
most diverse collection of ornamental concrete. 

Owner and founder Chester Reyckert has corne a long way from mixing 
cement in five-gallon pails inside his garage. 4h f think the first piece I ever did was a 
squirrel he says. Td sell the early pieces to friends and co workers.” 

For thirty-four years, Reyckert has been Skiatooks commodore of ornamen- 
tal concrete, his company creating everything from simple birdbaths to gigantic 
animal figures so heavy they must be poured on location. 

Examples of Skiatook Statu ary can be found worldwide, from planters at the 
Governors Mansion in Oklahoma City to angel statues at homes outside 
Moscow. Dealers include Okhina Nursery in Idabel and Spanish 
Corners Statuary Shop in Oklahoma City. This year, fifty-six 
Albertson s stores in several states, including Oklahoma, 
will carry his statuary, 

Reyckert says ornamental concrete trends 
have come and gone through the years, but 
none has equaled the popularity of angels. 

Angel figurines remain highfliers, 
though the craze has subsided 
somewhat. “For a while it seemed 
like everybody wanted one in 
their yard,” he says. 

And what about the huge 
pieces? Who needs a ten -ton 
gorilla, after all? Anyone 
interested in making a big 
i m p ress ion , tha is who . 

— Scott Wigton 


STONE AGE 


Skiatook Statuary is 
open seven days a week: 
call for hours. 1 00 North 
Qua pa io in Skiatook. 
( 918 ) 396 - 1309 ; 
skiatookstatuary.com. 


ILLUSTRATION- 8Y LE1SA G00ER 




OKLAHOMA CITY 

NATION A1 
MEMORIAL 


Time well spent: a trip through the 
Oklahoma City National 
Memorial Museum 

Yummy in your tummy: the polio 
parmigiana at Prime's in Yukon, 
creme orulee at Oklahoma City's 
Pepperoni Grill, and the cinnamon 
rolls at Country Kitchen in Chandler 

A relaxing yoga class in a cool 
setting (try the Yoga Loft in OKC) 

American Woman: 

Lost and found in 
Oklahoma (Full Circle 
Press, 2001, $1575) 
by Oklahoma 
Gazette contributor 
Pam Fleischaker, 
with a foreword by 
Bill Clinton 

The Arrowhead 
Suite at the 
refurbished 
Quartz Mountain 

Resort and Conference Center in Lone 
Wolf— be sure to look at the fantastic 
art throughout the facility 

The huge McDonald's that stretches 
over 1-40 in Vtnita 
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Bear Necessities 


G.W, EXOTIC ANIMAL MEMORIAL PARK SAVES THE DAY 

Near Wynnewaod, three brown bears play in a water tank at 
G.W. Exotic Animal Memorial Park (405/665-5197; gwpark.org), 
swatting each other with paws the size of dinner plates. Last August, 
the bears were found in a moving van in McClain County, open sores 
on their bodies, underweight, and without food, water, or ventilation. 
It was 102 degrees outside. 

Park director Joe Schreibvogel and other volunteers rescued the bears 
that night. Today, they are thriving in individual fifty- by -fifty-foot concrete 
compounds, built with donations From across the country. The Schreibvogel 
family, originally from Texas, created the park in honor of their son, 

Garold W. Schreibvogel, killed in an automobile accident in 1 997. 

Garold, an animal lover, owned a pet shop with his brother, Joe. 

Today, Joe cares for the seventy- seven species at G.W. Exotic Animal 
Memorial Park with the help of eleven volunteers and a staff veterinarian. 
Many animals at the park were simply unwanted. The rest, like the three 
bears, were abused or neglected. The park has given them all lifelong 
refuge, along with food, water, and shelter. 

"It's not about making money. As long as 
we can take care of the animals and 
pay the bills, that's what we're 
here far," Joe says. "I do it for 
the love of the animals." 

— Shannon Rigsby 


THE GOOD TIMES ROLL AT REX II THEATER 


Remember die movie theater where you saw Lassie Come Nome, Heidi y 
or Black Beauty* At the Rex N Theater in Caddo (129 Buffalo Street in 
Caddo; 580/367-2000), Hal and Crystal Nesbitt and family return 
you to those cherished moments. In 1 992, the Nesbitts, fulfilling a 
longtime dream, bought the condemned Rex Theater, where Hal 
worked as a boy. Reconstructing the movie house, the couple left 
ample room at the front and onstage for folios of all ages to 
congregate and party~dancing, eating, even performing. The 
Nesbitts have taken significant financial risks in the process- 
cashing in stocks and savings — to achieve their dream, and the 
rewards have begun to appear: Since opening in November 
2000, Rex 11 has become a hit with locals. Even the snack bar has 
its fans: Nesbitt chili dogs and root beer Hoars in frosted soda glasses 
are area sensations. — 7 o m Bailey 






THE RANGE 




Oklahoma's Unique 
Marketplace for Arts , 
Crafts r Antiques , 
Collectibles & Gifts 

Be charmed into a world of heirlooms - 
past and future More than 750 gifted 
artisans gather to showcase a myriad of 
quality art and handcrafted items. 
Precious antiqfues from the quaint to 
the curious will surprise and delight, 

FEBRUARY 8, 9, 10 

Fit & Sa t-9am to 6pw / $un,- 1 1 am to 6pm 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds 
(NW mh at May At^.J 

For more information call 

(800) 755-5488 or (405)632-2652 

www.affa iro ftheh eartcom 


fypmm Gnat Gfawt 

223 W. Miles Kingfisher, OK 73750 
www, roxannagueslhouse.com 
(405) 375-5818 

Call today to reserve. 

YOUR HOLIDAY GET-A-WAY! 

We also offer: Over- night stays 
Whole-home weekend retreats 
Business lunch meetings 
Bridal showers * Meals and catering 


Up***' ' 



JOHN BERRYMAN, POET 

Native Son and Well-Kept Secret 


J OHN BERRYMAN, ONE OF THE 
most distinguished and celebrated of 
contemporary American writers, lived in 
Oklahoma during his formative years. 
Ironically, he remains relatively little 
known in his home state, almost thirty 
years after his death, 

Berryman was born in McAlesteron 
October 25, 1914, and named for his 
father, John AUyn Smith, who came to 
Oklahoma from Saint Paul, Minnesota, to 
work at the Sasakwa branch of the 
Holdenville Bank. The elder Smith's 
peripatetic employment in Oklahoma 
meant that he and his family would reside 
in Wagoner, Lamar, and Anadarko before 
leaving die state in 1925 (along with 
Berryman s younger brother Robert, born 
in 1 9 1 9) to live in Tampa, Florida. 

Within a year, Berryman s father died of 
a self-inflicted gunshot wound, an incident 
which profoundly affected Berryman and 
his writing for the rest of his life. 

When the family first moved to 
Anadarko in the early 1 920s, the city was 
smaller by half than McAlester, and oil- 


field development was booming. For 
Berryman, here until age eleven, this 
period provided vivid memories of 
climbing oil derricks, fetching buttermilk, 
and picking cotton. On Saturday after- 
noons, Berryman s mother often allowed 
him to escort his brother downtown to 
have their haircut and pay twenty cents to 
see Hoot Gibson and William 5, Harr at 
one of the two cinemas in town. 

At this time, Berryman, encouraged by 
bis mother, began to rake an interest in 
hooks. He particularly loved to pore over 
the illustrations of borrowed library copies, 
as he recalled in the following verse 
fragment: "Deep blue picture-books / Of 
birds 1 kept months, eager to return / And 
shameful from return, O kept so long.” 

O ldah o m a i tsel f was s i gn ifican t fo r 
Berryman — it represented a period of 
innocence and of great extremes in his 
life. During his early years in the state, 
Deny man, like many young people, 
experienced joy, happiness, agony, guilt, 
and the beginnings of religious faith—all 
of which informed his later writing. 
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JOHN BERRYMAN PAPERS MANUSCRIPTS DIVJSION, UNlV OF MINNESOTA UBRARiES/MPtS. MN 




T h rough o ut h i s ad u 1 1 years , Be rry ma n 
(the surname he would assume after his 
mother s remarriage) was to distinguish 
himself as a brilliant teacher (with appoint- 
ments at Princeton, Harvard, Brown, and 
the University of Minnesota, among 
others), a scholar, and of course, an 
extraordinary poet. 

He not only knew and earned the respect 
of such contemporaries as Dylan Thomas, 

W. B. Yeats, Randall Jarrell, and Allen Tate, 
bur his creative work garnered numerous 
1 i te ra ry accol ades , i n cl ud i ng both the Pu I i czer 
Prize for Poeny r (for 77 Dream Song) and the 
National Book Award (for His Toy, His 
Dream , His Rest) — a feat accomplished by 
few Americans and never by any Oklahoma- 
born author before or since. 

John Berryman’s remarkable life and 
literary career ended prematurely with his 
tragic su icide — a j u m p off M i n n ea poll s ’ 
Washington Avenue bridge into the 
Mississippi River — on January 7, 1972. 

Fittingly — albeit belatedly — John 
Berryman’s multiple talents and complexities 
will be honored in his home state. The 
Oklahoma Center for the Books Ralph 
Ellison Award will be awarded posthumously 
to Berryman on March 9, 2002, 

— David Draper Cla^k 



A rare photo of John Berryman with his 
father, John Allyn Smith, in McAlester, 


W\i KNOW WHERE THE TREASURES ARE,,, 

Lin Kobsey Travel and Windsor Market 
invite you to shop with us around the world. 



Sherry McIntyre at the Bermondsey Market in London, October 2001 
Ftv mjofimtim m IfPCiWlNG TRIPS, caiUJn Ketwy 7W/. 91R-747-M77. 



WindsorMarket 

Tulsa’s Antique, Art & Interior Design Market 

6808 S. Memorial, Ste 300, Tulsa. OK 74133 • Open 7 days a week • Tele: 018-254-0766 



re Markable Dining 
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adams maRk 

the hotel of tulsa 

918-582-9000 

www.adamsmark.com 
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DIGEST 




With plains and trains, who needs automobiles? 



The Amtrak® Heartland Flyer is your 
ticket to freedom. Huge, comfortable 
seats and picturesque views let 
you relax while you speed through the 
plains of Oklahoma. And whether 
you're making a short trip in-state 
or connecting in Texas to one of 
over 500 destinations, the snack 
car will make sure that you won’t get 

I * i * Jj 

there with an empty stomach. For in- 
formation on fares and reservations, 
call your travel agent or Amtrak 
at 1 -80Q-US A-R AIL, 



PETER VITALE 
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Artist-in-Residence 

ALLAN HOUSER MASTERPIECES DISPLAYED AT WINTER OLYMPICS 


T he late Allan houser, an 

Apache, Oklahoma, native, had much 
in common with Olympic athletes, whose 
lives are dominated by the competitive tug 
of war between winning and losing and the 
quest for excellence and perfection. 

As a youth, even Houser’s name 
represented conflict. He and his brothers 
suffered so much from the mispronuncia- 
tion of the family tribal name, Haozous, 
that they Anglicized it to Houser. 

Houser’s path to artistic success parallels 
those of the athletes who will compete in the 
2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, He grew up listening to his father’s 
tales of struggle and hardship: Sam Haozous 
was shipped off to prison in Saint August- 
ine, Florida, with his Chiricahua- Apache 
tribe when Allan was fourteen years old. 
Released twenty-seven years later, Sam 


provided his family with songs and stories 
that encouraged his son to create powerful, 
emotional portrayals of his tribal heritage 
in bronze and stone sculptures. Like the 
Olympians, Houser’s life and art was a 
symbol of struggle, peace, and goodwill. 

Olympians and visitors will see those 
very rhemes in the nineteen-piece Olympic 
Arts Festival exhibition, The Monumental 
Sculptures of Allan Houser. The exhibit, 
currently on display surrounding the Salt 
Lake City and County Building, continues 
through March 17, 2002. 

One sculpture, Sacred Earn Arrow, will 
welcome the 3,500 athletes and officials 
from eighty countries to the Olympic 
Village. Two others will greet visitors at the 
Salt Lake City airport, Houser is the only 
artist featured in the festival exhibition, with 
one exception — a life-size bronze portrait of 



HISTORICAL, ARTISTIC, EDUCATIONAL, & FUN! 

People of Oklahoma like YOU are creating a unique collection of historic art to celebrate Oklahoma's 
centennial year of statehood - 2007. For the next seven years Oklahoma citizens will be creating 
collages with different themes, collectively covering every aspect of life m our great state, in 2007 
these collages will travel to Washington DC for a celebratory exhibition on the National Mall. 

This Oklahoma Centennial project is open to submissions by any person, group, school, or business 
in Oklahoma. Creating a collage is an educational, reflective, and bonding experience for the partici- 
pants, whether they are senior citizens or school children. This year $10,000 will be awarded by 
Hideaway Pizza for the best work in three age categories 

This will be a historic art event for our state - art created by the people, for the people. Join us by 
creating your own visual time capsule of our history and hopes, our land and its people. 


For more information contact: 
405 - 525-5681 
www.collag62000.com 


DIGEST 
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THE HEWITTS 
ARE COMING! THE 
HEWITTS ARE COMING! 

Gilcrease Museum. 


It's yours. Use it. 

Gilcrease Museum has the world’s largest collection of art, 
artifacts, and archives that tell the story of the American West , 
This $1 billion treasure trove belongs to the residents of Tulsa, 


THE HEWITT 
COLLECTION OF 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN ART 

jANUARY 21 st - APRIL 14™ 

AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXPERIENCE ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S 
LARGEST REPRESENTATIONS OF AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN ART OF THE 20TH CENTURY. 


Jhti is orgimixri by The Bank of America Foundation, Spomomiby Banknf 

America Fourdm and Au xiaitj, Inc* 7V A&jxy and Jack Zanuw Fandfv foundation* 
National Endowment fir the Am, end the Oklahoma Am Carnal. 



Jonathan Green. Easter, 1989 



GILCREASE MUSEUM 

Where the American West unfolds. 


1400 GILCREASE MUSEUM ROAD / TULSA. OKLAHOMA 74127-2100 
918,5962700 / FAX 918,5962759 / TOLL FREE 1888.6552278 / WWW.GILCREASE.ORG 



Curious? 

Internships in editorial, advertising, circulation, 
and marketing are available at Oklahoma Today 
year-round. For more information, call 
(405) 521-2496 or (800) 777-1793. 
www. okl a h o m a to day.com 

OKLAHOMA 

Today 


THERANGE 



Allan Houser in September 1993 


[he artist by his son, Phillip Haazous. 

According to biographers, Houser 
reached imo his past, as he often did, to 
create Sacred Rain Arrow. It features a 
young Apache warrior shooting his arrow 
toward the heavens, carrying a prayer for 
rain to the spirit world. The sculpture, 
created in 1988, celebrates the physical and 
spiritual power of the young brave chosen 
for this task by his people. 

Among the sculptures in the Olympic 
exhibition, one. May We Have Peace 
(pictured on previous 
page), reflects the vision 
Houser sought to bring to 
both his personal and 
professional life, the same 
ideal stressed in Olympic 
competitions, la fact, 

May We Have Peace 
represents the credo chat 
dominated Houser's life 
and art: “Human dignity is very important 
to me. In my work, this is what 1 strive lor, 
this dignity, this goodness that is in man.” 
— M.J. Van Deventer 



The 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake 
City , Utah , will be held February 8-24 . 
Olympics. com. In Oklahoma, Allan Houser's 
work can be seen at the Gilcrease Museum 
(91 8/596-2700; gilcrease, org) and the 
Oklahoma State University campus in Tulsa 
(918/594-8000 ) , the Fort Sill Apache Tribal 
Headquarters in Apache (580/588*2298), 
the Museum of the Great Plains in Lawton 
(580/581-3460; muse umgre at plains, org ), 
and the State Capitol in Oklahoma City. 
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DAY TRIPS 


• Salt Plains National 
Wildlife Refuge 

• Bird Watching Areas 

• Crystal Digging, Cherokee 

• Children's Fishing Pond 

• Great Salt Plains Park 

• Byron Fish Hatchery 

• Byron Watch able 
Wildlife Area 

• Nature Park at Cherokee 

* 

• Outdoor Classroom at 
Medford 

• Twister Museum, Wakita 

• Alfalfa County Museum, 
Cherokee 

• Original Sod House, Aline 

• Alabaster Caverns Park 

• Little Sahara, Waynoka 

• Cherokee, an Oklahoma 
Main Street Community 


Your home base for Great Salt Plains Day Trips 
Hoiiiftount Hospitality / AAA-Rated / Non-smoking Available 

1720 S. Grand, Cherokee • (580) 596-2828 


Finest Steakhouse in Northwest Oklahoma 


1710 S. Grand.^CheroKee • (580) 596-2882 


For further information contact: 

GREAT SALT PLAINS ASSOCIATION 

1 1t S. Grand / Cherokee, OK 73728 
580 - 596-3053 / www.greatsaltplains.com 








DECONSTRUCTING A NEWi^RV 


Creature Comforts 


Life on the road isn't limited to rock stars and retirees: 
Almost half of America's current RV owners are between 
thirty-five and fifty-four. The upturn in RVs' popularity is easy 
to explain: No worries about airport delays or plane rides, 
sleeping in your own bed, and traveling at your own pace 
are just a few perks of the nomadic lifestyle. And if you have 
nearly a million dollars lying around, a custom coach can 
take you in high style. Newell Motor Coaches of Miami, 
Oklahoma, makes them as ritzy as they come. The owners' 
club is exclusive: Only thirty-six are produced each year, 
making Newell the company for the custom ride, 

—Melinda Foreman 






: 
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1. How does it handle? Just 
ask pro drivers Jeff Burton, 
Al Unser Jr. and Sr., and 
Rusty Wallace, all 
owners. With a 500 
horsepower engine, the 
Newell fetches 7 miles □ 
gallon, but the tank holds 
234 gallons of diesel, 

1,638 

letween fill-ups. 


Rectangular by design, the 
interior is anything but 
boxy. Sexy curves and 
flush cabinets blend into o 
space that seems larger 
than its dimensions. 
Refrigerator, washer and 
dryer, electric stovetop, 
and central heat and air 


are all standard. 


■ I cwkS WPfr 

Never underestimate the 

power of entertainment: 
Two televisions, DS5 
satellite TV connection, 
and a surround-sound 
audio system come along 
for the ride. 


4 * Newel I g i ves new mean i n g 
to the term "land yacht/' 
Don't forget to coordinate 
interior fabrics and leathers 
in a broad selection of 
fedors. A custom-sized bed 
is also part of the deal, plus 
luxury options like a full 
bath or walk-in closet. 


IfypC've decided to stay 
"dwhile, push the button 
and expand your 
hydraulic glide-out floor 
'and woll extensions. You 
can add up to four, 
creating a spacious 
interior roomier than 
many, apartments. 


6 . RVs are increasingly 
safer* thanks to modern 
protective devices. 
Burglar and security 
J alarms can be activated 
from the inside, even 
when dry camping in a 
parking lot, CB radio 
and carbon monoxide 
and smoke detectors are 
also included. 






(888) 229-2443 


Nothing plain about it 
Enid, Oklahoma 


Attractions: 



Railroad Museum of Oklahoma 


Adventure Quest 


Chisholm Trail Expo 
Center 

David Allen Memorial 
Ballpark 

Enid Symphony Center 

Gaslight Theatre 

Government Springs 
Park 

Humphrey Heritage 
Village 

Museum of the 
Cherokee Strip 

Railroad Museum of 
Oklahoma 

George's Antique Auto 
Museum 

Midgley Museum 

Leonardo's Discovery 
Warehouse 

Adventure Quest 

Robert Bartunek Winery 


2002 Events: 


June 2002: 
Chautauqua in 
the Park 


Spring 2002: Cherokee 
Strip Stampede PRCA 


May 1-4: Tri-state Music 
Festival 


October 1 2: Oktoberfest 


Nov. 22-Jan. 1 ,2003: 
Enid Lights Up 
the Plains 



THE RANGE 



“Featuring 
The Chalkboard Restaurant” I 


Qj/t o/e/ 

17/4// j ykwrmrt 7affit/r Mr/ for 4ttmm fit 

14th & S. Main + 918.587.8200 

, , , . , . * Member Historic 

www, ho tel a mba«ad or-tulsa .co m Ho t e J 5 of Amedca 


(AJeddincjs 
Conferences 
Bar Tflltzv-ahs 
^Meetings 

55 luxury rooms 
and suites, 
Meeting space for 
10 to 250, 
Corporate & 
Weekend rates, 
Smoke-free 
facility, Deluxe 
amenities, 

The Chalkboard 
Restaurant, 
Professional 
personalized 



CONVENTION AND 
VISITORS BUREAU 

825 E. 2nd St., Ste. 100 / Edmond, OK 73034 
(405) 341-4344 / www. visited mondok.com 
E-mail: cwwh ite@visitedmondok.eom 


SCOTTISH HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

March 23-24, 2002 

For information rail (405J 769'962I or (405) 767-9598 


Experience the Excellence... 
Experience Edmond! 

Stay in Edmond for a unique 
cultural experience in any season. 

January 20 - General Oklahoma Concert Series 
presents Carter Enyeart, Cello (405) 340-3500 

February 2 - UCG’s Broadway Tonight Series 
presents Carol Lawrence in 
‘‘Come Sing With Me” (405)974-3375 

March 12 - “Titanic ” UCO Broadway Tonight 
presentation (405)974-3375 


THE OKI PROFILE: 


Thomas P. 

A 

Stafford 



b, 


A U.S. Nava! Academy graduate and 
Weatherford native. General Thomas P. 
Stafford, 71. is one of only twenty-four astro- 
nauts to see the earth from the moon . A vet- 
eran of nearly 508 hours in space and a re- 
cipient of the Co ngressional Space Medal of 
Honor , he currently resides in hlamorada, 
Florida, but spends as much time as he can 
in Oklahoma . 

Q: Who or what inspires you? 

A: Setting new goals as ideas evolve. 

Q; Who are your heroes? 

A: Charles Lindbergh, General jimmy 
Doolittle, James McDonnell, President 
Ronald Reagan, Winston Church ill, and 
President Theodore Roosevelt. 

Q; What are you currently reading? 

A: The New Solar System, 

Q: What was the best thing about the 
Apollo 10 mission? 

A: The ability to fly the First lunar mod- 
ule to the moon and to make the next 
mission — the first to land on the 
moon — possible. 

Q : What is your favorite quote? 

A: "7/ Is difficult to say what is impossible, for 
the dream of yesterday is the hope of today 
and the reality of tomorrow , — Dr. Rob- 
ert Goddard, pioneer of modern rocketry 

G: How do you spend your free time? 

A: Fishing, hunting, and scuba diving. 

Q: What ideas and things are you 
passionate about? 

A: The ability of every child to have the 
opportunity for a quality education. 

G: What is your favorite memory of 
Oklahoma? 

A: Growing up as a boy in Weatherford. 

Q; What is your favorite place in 
Oklahoma? 

A: My hometown of Weatherford. 

G: What is your favorite Oklahoma 
restaurant? 

A : Red rock Canyon G ril 1 i n Oklahoma Ci ty. 
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Prizes ami gifts to be determined. 
One FREE KPltS per person. 
Must be I B years of age. 
Management reserves all rights. 
nkiiMir 


3 GREAT LOCATIONS! 


CATOOSA, OK 

JUST MINUTES FROM TULSA 

1-44 & 193rd E. Ave. 
918 - 266-6700 
Toll Free 800-760-6700 

ROLAND, OKLAHOMA 

1-40 & US Hwy 64 
918-427-7491 
Toll Free 800-256-2338 

W. SILOAM SPRINGS, OK 

US Hwy 412 @ OK Hwy 59 Jet. 
918-422-5100 
Toll Free 800-754-41 1 1 



INDIAN GAMING 

A CHEROKEE NATION ENTERPRISE 
CLASS II GAMING 


www.cherokeecasino.com 





WtXMROC 


a story of the 

OLD WEST 


Intricate beadwork, lifelike sculptures, and 
breathtaking paintings are only the 
beginning at Woolaroc Museum. Come enjoy 
a journey through the rich history of the 
American West with a stunning collection 
of an, freely roaming buffalo, and the 
spirit of the wild west as your guide. 

Located 12 miles southwest of Bartlesville 
on the beautiful ranch of Frank Phillips, the 
Woolaroc Museum is a must see. 






www.woolaroc.org 




Come discover the Old West today — 
Come discover Woolaroc. 


$5 Admission. 

$4 for senior citizens. 
Children 1 1 & younger admitted free. 
Roam our website: www.woolaroc.org 
918-336-0307 or 1 -888-WOOLAROC 
12 miles southwest of Bartlesville 
on State Highway 123 


Sooner Park 
May 31, June 1,2, 2002 


100 Arts & Crafts Booths 


Entertainment on 
Three Stages 


YouthFest Crafts & Games 
Festival Foods of All Kinds 
Story-telling 


SuPluM. / 




Free Admission! • Information: 918-331-0456 
bartlesvillesunfest.org 


WELCOME! 

From tl)c difttinguistjed 
proprietors of tt>c 

ANTIQUE & 
COLLECTABLE 
MALLS & SHOPS 

IN 

WASHINGTON COUNTY & 

IE SURROUNDING AREA 

Check Us Out! 


Our low prices & friendly dealers 
will make you feel at home. 




Visit the Bartlesville Visitor 
Information Center or any stop 
for pink maps & locations. 
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Iii the wide open spaces of Northeast 
Oklahoma lies the City of Legends- 
Bartlesville. From oil-batons and movie 
stars, to thieves and outlaws. Bartlesville is 
rich in history. Today our unique past lives 
on in dramatic architecture, priceless art 

Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau ■ 201 SW Keeler ■ PO Box 2366 • Bartlesville OK 74005 USA ■ 918-336-8708 


collections and museums, scenic prairie life, anti 
world-renowned events, Make your way to 
Bartlesville, where you can still discover the sites 
and sounds that have made us legendary for over 
100 years. Call today for information. 


RTLESVILLE 

OKLAHOMA 

city of Iteends • 


www.bartlesville.com 


OK1AHOMA 

NATIVE AMERICA 


1 - 800 - 922-2118 


Produced In cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 
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“Magical Mornings” 


This was one of those magical mornings. I had driven all night from Dallas the night before and 
spent the morning capturing several images of the pond cypress trees in the Mountain Fork 
River against a fog backdrop. When I finished shooting them around 7 a.m. r a young man with a 
. guitar appeared on the back porch of the Beavers Send State Park Nature Center and sang a 
couple of original folk tunes in a voice and style reminiscent of Levon Helm from the Band, 


3 3 


33 ' . * 







“Satisfying” 


On my first trip to the Great Salt Plains, I labored over a shot similar to this one, which featured 
what looked like a quartz rock in the foreground and the sunset in the background. After taking 
great care not to disturb the area around the rock and after ! finished shooting, I picked up the 
rock and discovered that it was a piece of white shag carpet. After that, 1 simply had to return 
and grab this untainted shot, which was much more satisfying. 



“Over Time 


Carved by flash flooding over time, the northwest portion of Red Rock Canyon State Park 
near Hinton has swirling patterns in sandstone, similar to the more famous formations on the 
Colorado Plateau in Utah and Arizona. This image, taken in spring 2000 — a good wildflower 
year — juxtaposes some black-eyed Susans with the sandstone. 







This Glow, Reflected 


I shoot Price Falls [near Davis] all the time. This particular time, the evening sun gave the 
falls this glow, reflected in the travertine sandstone. Because it was winter, with very little 
vegetation on the trees, more of that warm sunlight made its way through the woods, 
providing a very different picture than I would have gotten in the spring or summer. 





The Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge near Jet consists mostly of two very different 
environments. Some visitors come to dig for selenite crystals on the salt plains, while others 
enjoy bird watching in the marsh areas, where I captured these cattails at sunset. 
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BY JAY C. GRELEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY TOM LUKER 


ERFUL LIFE 


Leaving home for days and weeks at a time, 
waking up with a new front yard each morning, 
and claiming the kind of freedom that only 
comes with a set of keys and a full tank of 
gas — RV life in Oklahoma is as much a part of 
our culture as football and cattle calls. Buckle 
your seat belts: It’s time to hit the highway. 



HE REASONS FOR TRAVEL IN A RECREATIONAL VE- 
hide are a.s obvious co Oklahoma City businessman Roycc Bishop 



as his $500,000 motor coach is long. 

“You can stop whenever you want," he says. “You can go to the bath- 
room whenever you want. You don’t have to worry about reservations. 
You can have your wife fix lunch anytime,” 

Anytime, that is, that his wife Liz isn’t driving. “What most people 
don’t realize,” she says, “is that they drive as easy as a car." 

In thirty years of taking their home on the road, the Bishops have 
owned fifteen of these mammoth, lumbering recreational vehicles. Aside 
from Bishop s list of practical reasons, the common theme of R Vers of 
all lifestyles is that they enjoy the social life of their comrades on wheels. 


Though this Prevost could be 
mistaken far a rock band's tour bus, 
owners Royce and Liz Bishop are a 
little more low-key than the average 
megaslar. The high-end RV has 
taken them many a mile throughout 
the United States, with pit stops at 
their home base in Oklahoma City* 
Left: Afton Landing, where this 
young girl was photographed, is 
considered a well-kept secret by 
area RVers. The site, located a 
hundred yards off the McClellan* 
Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 
System, offers splendid hiking, 
fishing on the Verdigris River, and 
20 electric and water hookups* 
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‘WE DON’T LET ANY GRASS GROW UNDER OUR TRAILER.’ 





The recreational vehicle, direct descent 
dant of the canvas- wrapped covered wagon 
that helped settle this state, is equally at 
borne on the parking lot at a football sta- 
dium as in a state park* On any home game 
Saturday during football season, the Bish- 
ops — along wirh several dozen other 
RVers — set up camp in the parking lot be- 
tween die stadium and the Duck Pond at 
the U n i versity pf Oklah o m a* 

His forty- foot- long, five hundred- 
horsepower motor coach, which offers the 
comforts of home on a decidedly smaller 
scale, travels seven to eight miles on a 
gallon of diesel. 

Bishop, president of the Rollin’ Okies, 
and Liz bought their first RV as a way to 
sec the United States with their children. 
Now, however, in their sixties and with 
their children long gone, the call of the 
road remains irresistible. 

By environmentalists' standards, the 
motor home s fuel efficiency is abysmal. 
Some models cost double or triple what 
most three- bedroom houses command, 
and chat's with far less living area and 
without a square inch of permanent 
ground on which to park it* 

Yet RVs have become part of the 
streetscape, popular among all makes and 
models of adventurers, with sales ex- 
pected to increase even in an economy 
that has been looking grim. Industry sta- 
tistics show that 10 percent of American 
families who own at least one vehicle also 
own an RV, which can he anything from 
a tent on wheels pulled behind the fam- 
ily car to a five hundred-horsepower mo- 
tor home thar tows the family SUV. 



'"RVs are a big part of our business," 
says Ron Stahl, director of marketing for 
Oklahoma State Parks, Resorts, and Golf, 
a division of the Oklahoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department* Forty-eight of 
Oklahoma's fifty state parks have RV 
campgrounds. “One thing we have found 
is that all the RVs are getting bigger/' 


A game of cards keeps these three 
girls, above, entertained at Greenleaf 
State Park, Retiree Bill frost, who says 
he has 'o cold name but warm heart/ 
takes a ride around Afton Landing, an 
Army Corps of Engineers campsite. 
Frost's daughter Belinda McCartney, 
above right, frequently [oins her 
parents for weekend retreats. Ray 
Edwards, right, and his wife Patsy 
make RV life a f ulMime gig. They live in 
a travel trailer at Afton Landing, where 
he works as a gate attendant far the 
Army Corps of Engineers, 



40 






fw 


FACES IN THE CROWD 

R V ENTHUSIASTS REFLECT MANY 
lifestyles, from the weekend campers 
to the full-timers. The stories of their ro- 
mance with the gypsy life are as varied as 
the models of travel homes on the market. 

Lois and Bill Webb, who Live in 
Guthrie, own an Airstream trailer, which, 
with its distinctive aluminum shell and 
bulled ike appearance, is one of the most 
aerodynamic and recognizable brands. 
Airstream, an American icon, harks back 
to the days when you felt safe sleeping with 
your camper door unlocked. 

They bought their first Airstream at the 
urging of the late Warren “Snoozer” Van 
Hoozer, bailiff at the Logan County 
Courthouse and avid Airs [reamer. Says 
Lois, former court clerk for the county: 
“He used to tell me, 'When you retire, 
you’ve got to get an Airstream.’” 


So when friend Vi Arnold told them 
where to find a used one, they bought it. 
The trailer parked next to their home is 
their fourth. “If you’ve ever had an Air- 
stream,” Lois asserts, “you won’t want any- 
thing else.” 

While its appearance is distinctive, 
when you have a site full of Airstreams, 
you need to pay attention, Shirley Watts, 
a friend of the Webbs, tells of the ti me a 
man walked into her trailer thinking it 
was his. “Oh my gosh,” he uttered in sur- 
prise when he saw Shirley and realized his 
mistake. “This could get a man killed.” 
Clarence {“Smitty”) and Shirley Watts 
gathered at the Webbs’ hundred- year-old 
home in Guthrie last fall to testify to their 
love of the Airstream. They laugh at the 
memory of their many rallies, like the one 
in Clayton in Pushmataha County, 

The fellow who invited the Airstreamers 


to Clayton was out of town the weekend 
of the event, and no one else in Clayton 
knew what to do with them, “We had 152 
trailers hooked up to one water faucet,” 
Smitty recalls. “We learned the next time 
to 111! up our water tanks.” 

At another Airstream rally, one of the 
entertainers, who had seen the site from an 
airplane, noted that from the air, the con- 
centration of Airstreams looked like a tray 
filled with foil -wrapped baked potatoes. 

Shirley and Smitty are part-timers, but 
for eight years after he retired in 1 987, they 
lived i n their Airstream trailer all the time. 
With a daughter in the upper Midwest and 
a son in the army, the Watts had plenty of 
places to visit. They spent winters in the 
Rio Grande Valley. 

“That was supposed to be six months to 
a year,” she says. “Anytime the grass 
needed to be mowed, we just picked up 
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SILVERTONE SPECIAL 


In the mid 1990s, Jim Weston was minding his 
own business, which happened to be supplying 
polishing equipment and supplies to American 
Airlines. Then Barney Ratzlaff called out of the 
blue, asking if Weston would consider polishing 
up his 1966 Airstream trailer. 

The short version of the story is that 
Weston took the job and the trailer won first 
prize at an international Airstream rally in 
Huntsville, Alabama. “People wanted to know if 
it was new,” Ratzlaff says. 

These days, Weston and his wife Sharon 
maintain what she calls an “Airstream village” 
at their home in Coweta. His talent is in 
demand from Airstreamers all over the 
United States. A Californian recently towed 
one to Coweta from near Palm Springs, 
California, for Weston to shine up over the 
winter. ‘Tve been inundated,” says Weston, 
who was born in Bartlesville. ”1 fell in love 
with it. I have an addiction.” 

Weston holds the only license worldwide to 
supply American Airline’s buffing equipment 
and owns eight Airstreams, including two 
seventeen-foot Bambi models and a rare 1956 
wide-body trailer. 

“Airstream is an icon,” he says. “It’s a 
statement of American class and integrity that 
stands alone in trailers.” 

He generally charges $ 1 25 a foot to strip, 
polish, and seal an Airstream. a job that can 
take up to a week. ("The demand for polishing 
is there,” he says. “Somebody could get rich 
doing it.”) At fifty-seven, he’s eager for the time 
when he can travel more often in one of his 
vintage trailers for fun. “Pm going to step out of 
this in about a year,” he says. "I’m going to go 
enjoy that pup.” 





THE RV LIFE IS AS MUCH ABOUT SOCIALIZING AS IT IS ABOUT CAMPING. 


and moved. We don't let any grass grow 
under our trailer*" 

Bur the baked -potatoes- on- wheels are 
only one of a myriad of choices in rhe 
modern world of the mobile home* as evi- 
denced at the annual end-of-the-season 
sale last October at Oklahoma State Fair 
Park in Oklahoma City. 

The recreational vehicles were parked 
nose- to- tail in the Travel and Transporta- 
tion Building, and an autumn rain clat- 
tered on the metal roof. Dreamy-eyed 
wanderers hiked among the rolling homes* 
measuring with their free yardstick the dis- 
tance berween a new RV and their budget* 
In a booth by the entrance, a fellow offered 
loans for travel homes. 

Norman Whitehead and Teresa Will- 
iams were among the dreamers, but they 
weren't tempted to replace their thirty- 
one- foot travel trailer. 14 Unless," he says, 
“we win a lottery*” 

One of rhe beauties of a travel home — 
and one of the adjustments — is the chang- 
ing scenery, Norman says. “Inside, you fed 
like you are in the same place,” he says* 
“When you step outside, it s totally differ- 
ent. It's like having a different front yard 
every time you move.” 

The names of the models reflect their des- 
tinations, or ar least the companies* appeal 
to the haek-to-nature inner self: Windsong* 
Wilderness* Prowler. Sierra, Rock wood. And 
of course, there is Winnebago, one of the 
most well known of all, a brand whose name 
is sy no n y m ous w i t h R V . 

ON LOCATION 

I F ALL THE REC IREATIONAL VEHICLES 
in Oklahoma descended on state parks 
at tit e same time, a few would be left on the 
side of the highway. But on a normal 
nonholiday day, Ron Stahl says, the parks 
have plenty of room* 

“Beavers Bend is a real haven for 
RVers,” he says* “Fort Cobh is one of our 
most popular.” 

The biggest challenge for the state, he says, 
is to keep up with the future of TVs. “People 
arc wanting more. For a long time, it was a 
thirty-amp hookup* Now these big rigs are 
going fifty amps. Used to he an RV site was 


a slab. Now these guys with the big ones are 
wanting a pull-through. We’re trying to an- 
ticipate just how big these things get*” 

The vehicles need more power because the 
modern motor coach has microwave ovens 
and washers and dryers, including a space- 
saving all-in-one unit that dries clothes after 
washing them, 

State parks offer 3,465 semi modern sites 
with electricity and water hookups and 484 
modern sites with electricity, water, and 
sewe r go n n ecr i ons* 

“We get a lot of pass-throughs,* 1 says Stahl, 
“ the migratory snowbirds on their way south 
in the summer.” 

As the RVs grow larger, Stahl says, the 
average age of the enthusiast appears to be 
dropping* “Used to be, most were older, re- 
tired folks, and many still are* Bui we're find- 
ing that more baby boomers are buying 
them, people in their forties and fifties with 
disposable income. 

“RVers do rallies. They’ll have groups of 
twenty or thirty RVs and rent a camp- 
ground, They provide their own entertain- 
me in — horseshoes, barbecues. They make 
it a little colony.” 

With their air-conditioned homes on 
wheels, the RVers are less concerned about 
the weather, “The tent campers are affected 
by the heat,” he says, “RVers come out even 
when it's hat. They aren't as susceptible to 
the heat and burn bans as tent campers. 



Oklahoma has no shortage of slate parks 
and privately owned facilities geared 
toward the RV owner. State parks alone 
offer nearly 4 000 sites, all equipped 
with electric and water hookups. 


THE RV RENTAL MARKET 


It's hard to find a rental RV in Oklahoma, 
But at least two companies in the state do 
rent out the mobile machines: Cruise 
America, with lots in T ulsa and Oklahoma 
City, and American Dream Vacations in 
Oklahoma City, “Buy it, use it. When 
you're not using it. well rent it out,” says 
Rod Derrer, who runs the Oklahoma 
branch of American Dream Vacations, 

The plan is simple: The RV owner leaves 
his trailer with American Dream Vacations, 
who rent it out when the owner isn't using 
it* The owner and the company, which also 
sells new and used RVs, split the income 
fifty-fifty* While summer is the company's 


big season, Derrer says families are renting 
for holiday trips to visit grandparents, too. 
They were all booked up as well for the 
Oklahoma Sooners' trip to the 2001 
Orange Bowl, 

Although states require no special 
license or training to drive a motor home, 
Derrer does offer driving tips to his 
customers and accompanies them on a 
test drive around the lot. The most 
common mishap* he says, is when drivers 
turn away from a gas pump island too 
quickly and clip a post or pump with a 
bumper, "When you pull out of a gas 
station,” he says, “stay straight*” 




CULTURE 


43 




‘The RV is more than just a weekend 
place. RVers are dedicated.” 

For those in the self-contained motor 
coaches who don’t make it to a park by 
nightfall, there are the parking lots at Fly- 
ing J and Wal-Mart, both of which wel- 
come the RVers because they buy lots of 
gas and groceries. 

THE COMFORTS OF HOME 

R V ADVERTISEMENTS FOR A 
Roy ate Coach by Monaco are de- 

J.D. Elliott 66/ a retired backhoe opera- 
tor/ bought his 1992 NuWa SnowBird a 
few years ago. He and his wife Bytha 
often visit campsites at Fort Gibson Lake 
and Afton Landing- 


signed to appeal to those who define 
Toughing it” as a hotel without a restau- 
rant attached: “Let's see- Hand-rubbed 
oak cabinets in the kitchen or walnut? 
AmcicOt porcelain, or granite floors? 
Leather dinette set? Twenty-seven- inch 
TV/ VCR for the living room or forty- two- 
inch plasma TV? And, honey, we haven’t 
even started on the bedroom.” 

Darryl and Carole Klopp, who live in 
Ponca City, own a comparatively modest 
RV, a thirty-one- loot filth wheel they pull 
behind their pickup. While it is not self- 
propelled, it has everything, including a 
kitchen sink. Like many modern RVs, their 
Hitchhiker II has “slide-outs,” rooms that 
expand to make the trailer wider. 


Aside from the call of the wild, many 
RVers are answering the call of their friends. 
The RV life is as much about socializing as 
it is about camping. The Klopps belong to 
rwo camping clubs, each of which meets 
once a month. They tty to stay within 150 
miles of Ponca City, either at a Army Corps 
of Engineers location or a state park. 

The dealer from whom they bought 
their trailer. Dean's RV Superstores, with 
locations in Tulsa and Ponca City, has 
regular appreciation weekends at 
Greenlcafi ”Wc take up pretty near the 
whole park down there,” Carole says. “You 
get a lot of companionship.” 

The dealership provides Saturday and 
Sunday breakfast and a steak supper with 
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‘A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE 
UNHAPPY WITH THEIR TRAILER 
BECAUSE THEIR TRUCK IS NOT 
MAN ENOUGH TO PULL IT.’ 


live music on Saturday. Pori Lick suppers arc 
a traditional part of the weekend. 

Carole has a word of advice for those 
about to buy a trailer: Buy your truck first, 
“We have a pretty heavy rig, and you need 
a truck equipped to pull it. A lot of people 
are unhappy with their trailer because their 
truck is not man enough to pull it.” 

R.G. Wilson of Clinton, who is the na- 
tional senior vice president of the Family 
Motor Coach Association, travels the 
United States for FMCA events. The coun- 
try is divided into ten areas, and each has 
an area rally which he frequently attends, 

Wilson and his wife, Jeri, who started 
their RV careers with a Winnebago, now 
own a Monaco Executive motor home, 
their sixth RV. 'I put at least 4 0,000 miles 
a year on RVs, “ says R.G., who has been in 
every state (though not always in an RV). 

Royce Bishop, who started with a ski hoar 
and a tent, isn’t shy about showing off his 
$500,000 Provost, Outside, under an auto- 
matically retracting awning, he can watch 
television or listen to music on the enter- 
tainment center that’s built into the under- 
carriage luggage rack. 

Inside, he can fill his cup from the 
ice maker and dry his clothes in the dryer. 
When it's time to back up. he can see what’s 
behind him, thanks to the closed-circuit 
camera on the hack of his rig and the moni- 
tor by the steering wheel. With his eight 
deep-cell marine batteries for rhe interior, 
he can “dry-dock” for a day without ever 
plugging into an electrical outlet or hook- 
ing onto a water faucet. 

And it’s not that he thinks he's superior, 
but his motor home is no entry-level trailer. 
“You give half a million to a million for one 
of these,” he says, “and they still say. That 
sure i s a pretty ca m pe r. ' n ED 
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January 1-6 


Week January 7-13 

9 

Z- Wide-Open Spaces 

America's symbol of freedom soars across 
Oklahoma skies this time of year. 
American bald eagle tours are offered in 
Hu I here. LakeTexoma in Kingston, 
Greenleaf State Park at Braggs, the 
Sequoyah National Wildlife Refuge in 
Vian, and in Norman, Contact your 
local fish and wildlife agency for specific 
information, travelok.com. 


Ooh La Shangri-La 


jump-start your New 
Year’s resolutions with a 
visit to Shangri-La on 
Grand Lake. Indoor 
tennis courts smash any 
excuse to forego exer- 
cise due to weather 
Relaxing spa revs up 
winter-cracked skin. 


Rodeo Drive 


Top wranglers, riders, and ropers showcase 
the cowboy (and cowgirl) way at the 
International Finals Rodeo at Oklahoma 
City's State Fair Arena, Sitting tall in the 
saddle earns more than bragging rights: The 
big winner in the International Professional 
Rodeo Association event rides away with 
$350,000. Give your city duds the boot and 
go cowboy casual by visiting one of 
Oklahoma's many Western-wear stores, 
(405) 235-6540; iprarodeo.com. 


Week 

A 

January 21-27 

4 

The Sopranos 


Culture rocks when Disney's Aida hirs 
rhe stage at Tulsa's Performing Arts 
Center January 22-27, Celebrity 
Attractions brings the winner of four 
2000 Tony awards to town. Ekon 
John music* Tim Rice lyrics, and 
Disney dazzle ensure this isn't your 
mother’s Verdi opera love srory. (800) 
364-7111; tulsapac.com. 


Week February 4-10 

6 Shop-a-Frolic 



Week 


January 28-February 3 


Big Sandbox 


Pretend you're snowmobiiing at lattle Sahara 
State Park in Waynoka. Off-season offers 
rookies a better chance to learn rhe sandy 
slopes on rented four-wheelers. Don’t 
forget the goggles. After you've worked up 
an appetite, dine on the wild side at the 
Waynoka Wildscape Wild Game Feed on 
February 2 at Waynoka High School. Caribou 
cutlets, perhaps? Little Sahara Tours and 
Rentals, (580) 824-0569. Wild Game Feed, 
(580) 824-1471. wavnokaxom. 


February 11-17 


Lover's Delight 


On February 8-10, the mother of all 
craft shows, An Affair of the Heart, 
puts out the welcome mat for some 
850 artisans who fill seven buildings 
twice a year at State Fair Park in 
Oklahoma City. Antiques, crafts, and 
great food attract some 75,000 
visitors to the winter show alone, 
(800) 755-5488; 
a naffti roftheheart.com . 


Week 

8 


February 18-24 

Fiddle Me This 



Rosin up the bow and 
fiddle around with 650 
musicians who know bow 
to make those strings sing. 
Jam sessions run 
throughout the day at 
the Oklahoma State 
Fiddler's Convention, 
February 21-23 at 
Western Hills Guest Ranch 
in Wagoner, Dance starts 
at 6:30 p.m. and continues 
until the fiddles run drv, 
(405) 789-3850. 


Week February 25-March 3 

9 Strong West Wind 



Cuddle up to a campfire picnic with your 
sweetheart, and go gourmet with crystal, 
fine china, and sticky s’mores — -that's amore! 


iaW h Jhn.. 




March 4-10 


Maturity: Overrated 


Week March 11-17 

Swing Set 


Throw hair spray to the wind and head 
to the Windmill Museum in Sh attack. 
March gusts work magic at this outdoor * 
museum showcasing rare and restored 
windmills from the 1 850s through the q 
1950s. (580) 938-28 1 8. 



Schedule your own spring break, or at least 
a spring weekend. Sleep 'til 10 a.m. Eat a 
Popsiele in your PJs. Fly a kite. Watch 
cartoons. Ride your bike around the block. 
Lie on your back and watch the clouds. 
Make a mud pie. Eat pancakes for supper. 
Stay up until midnight and run around the 
backyard barefoot. Remember, it's never 
too late to be a kid again. 


Discover “Faded Love” and other Bob 
Wills favorites ar the Rob Wills Birthday 
Bash and Texas Playboy Reunion, held at 
the Medicine Park Music Hall March 16. 
Jam sessions take you back to the days 
when the King of Western Swing could 
make you kick up your heels one minute 
and wipe away a tear the next. 8 p.m. to 
midnight. (580) 529-25H; 
medicincpark.com. 


Week March 18-24 

Buffalo Stance 

Watch spring unfold at the Tallgrass 
Prairie Preserve as wild flowers dot the 
39,000-acre ecosystem. If you’re lucky, 
you might glimpse a few bison calves, 
early bloomers in die calving season that 
peaks in April and May, Starting in 
Pawhuska, an eighteen-mile drive takes 
you into the heart of the preserve, open 
dawn until dusk every day of the year, 

(9 1 8) 287-4803; oklahomanature.org. 




Week 

13 


March 25-31 

Eggheads 


Hop on down rhe bunny trail for some 
egged lent fun at community Easter egg 
hunts, including ones in Perry, Ardmore, 
Norman, and Vian. In Prague, organizers 
hide four thousand coin and toy- filled 
eggs so everyone comes out a winner. An 
Easter sunrise service at the Heavener 
Runestone is a sight to behold. 


Week 

14 


April 1-7 

Lessons of the Past 



Week 


_ _ April 8-14 

15 Sp 


ring Bouquet 


Com plete with to mahawk com petitions 
and some of the most colorful 
backwoodsmen and women you’ll ever 
meet, history repeats itself at the annual 
Fur Trader Rendezvous in Durant April 3- 
7, Dozens of vendors turn back the hands 
of time to pre- 1840s, when fur trading 
was a survival skill, Rcenactors set up 
camp at Fort Washita and demonstrate 
what life was like for early-day fur traders. 
(380) 924-6502. 


Immerse yourself in impres- 
sionist beauty with one of 
Oklahoma's most poetic 
definitions of spring — the 
rebirth of 30,000 azaleas at 
Muskogee's Honor Heights 
Park. (9 1 8) 684-6302, 



April 15-21 


The Right Thyme 


The Herbal Affair & Festival 
turns downtown Sand Springs 
into a gardener's paradise when 
more than thirty vendors bring 
herbs, perennials, gardening 
supplies, and folk art to the 
heart of the city and give visi- 
tors a taste of early spring fever 
April 20. (918) 246-2561. 


Week 

17 


April 22-28 

Hissy Fit 


Snake, rattle, and roll at the Rattlesnake 
Derby & Flea Market in Mangum April 
26-28. Sponsored by the Shortgrass 
Rattlesnake Association, the derby coils it 
way through downtown Mangum and 
beyond. Experienced guides lead busloads 
of snake seekers into the countryside, 
where hundreds of rattlesnakes are rounded 
up each year and brought to the snake pit 
in the middle of town. Then, the Mangum 
Mo unties serve up rattlesnake snacks that 
don't bite back, (580) 782-2434. 


Week 

18 


April 29-May 5 

One Big Bite 


Have a beef with wimpy burgers? Pack up the 
family and head ro El Reno on May 4 for the 
Fourteenth Annual Burger Day Festival. Its 
easy to get to the meat of things — rhe entire 
event revolves around cooking the world’s 
largest fried-onion hamburger. At 750 
pounds and eight and one- half feet in 
diameter, this bigmouth burger is something 
to behold. Burger-eating contests, car show, 
live entertainment, and more make this one 
whopper of a festival. (405) 262-8888; 
elreno.org. 


Week May fi-12 

Week May 13-19 


Week 

May 20-26 

1 9 Bears and Brahms 

2 0 Top of Their Game 


21 

No Vampires Allowed 


Give Mom the sweet treatment with a 
berry good time at Stilweli’s Strawberry 
Festival May 1 1. Top it off with a 
Mother’s Day visit to the Tulsa Zoo. Mom 
(and the whole family) gets in for half- 
price and can enjoy two complimentary 
concerts by the Tulsa Philharmonic. 
Monkeying around to Mozart will be a day 
to remember. Stilwell, (918) 696-7851; 
Tulsa Zoo, (918) 669-6200. tulsazoo.org. 


Be part of the cheering section at Oklahoma’s 
Special Olympics State Summer Games May 
15-17. Four thousand athletes compete in a 
variety of athletic events. OSU’s Lewis 
Stadium gets revved up with fireworks and 
music for the opening ceremonies May 15. 
Special Olympians and their endearing motto 
(“Let me win, but if I cannot win, let me be 
brave in the attempt”) arc sure to warm your 
heart. (918) 481-1234; sook.org. 


Explore caves by flickering lantern light on 
an Alabaster Caverns Lantern Tour. The 
tours shed more than a little light on the 
history and inhabitants, past and present, 
of the Alabaster Caverns State Park in 
Freedom. Bat sightings are frequent this 
time of year. (580) 62 1 -338 1 ; 
oklahomaparks.com. 




Week June 3-9 


23 


Native Elements 


Pay homage to Oklahoma’s native 
heritage by attending the Red Earth 
Native American Cultural Festival June 
7-9, the world’s largest Native American 
event of its kind. Dance competition, 
juried art show, parade, storytelling, 
music, and authentic food transform the 
Myriad Convention Center. 

(405) 427-5228; redearth.org. 


Week 

22 


May 27-June 2 

The Underground 


Here’s a road trip destined to lead to a dead 
end. It’s worth a stop, however, as you 
meander through some of Oklahoma’s most 
historic and eccentric cemeteries. Start with 
Hugo’s Mount Olivet Cemetery, with its 
unusual monuments of circus performers 
who wintered there. Sand Springs has a 
graveyard in the middle of a shopping center 
parking lot. Fort Gibson National Cemetery 
includes graves of veterans from nearly every 
war since 1812. Check out a list of state 
resting grounds at cemeteryjunction.com. 


June 10-16 

Fore Dad’s Sake 

Hit the links to show Dad he’s 
above par: Forego the fairways 
and sink some putts on a 
miniature golf course instead. 
Follow through with some 
rib-tickling barbecue in honor 
of Father’s Day. 


•» 


Week J une 17-23 

25 Cat Man Do 


Learn how to haul in the big cats at Lake 
Thunderbird State Park at the “Catfish 
Clinic at Night” class June 22. Basic 
casting, knot tying, angler ethics, dough 
bait preparation, and filleting instructions 
will put you in the know and, hopefully, 
in the fish. (405) 321-4633. 
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Week 


27 


1-7 

Throwing the Game 


Send stress backstream. Just you, a 
canoe, and the meandering Illinois 
River. Lean back and let it take you 
far away from cell phones, spread- 
sheets, and mile-long to-do lists. Plow 
through the swift places. Ease through 
the straits. Bank it on a gravel barge 
for a quick bite. There are reasons 
peop I c si ng, rem in isce , and roman rft 
cize rivers, good reasons. Find out for 
yourself. (918) 456-325 1. 


One of the state s quirkiest annual events, 
the Forty-Second International Brick and 
Rolling Pin festival, rolls into Stroud's 
Foster Park July 4. Four Srrouds (includ- 
ing those in England, New South Wales, 
and Australia) compete, gals hurling 
rolling pins, gents five- pound bricks. The 
international competition is July 20. (918) 
968-3321; stroudok.com. 


Week j u [y 2% August 4 


Get Your Moto Runnirf 


ft's a natural fit: dirt bikes and red dirt. No 
surprise, then, that Ponca City has one of the 
best motocross tracks anywhere. Serious 
riders from around the world rev up every 
summer for the Grand National Motocross 
Championships at AMBUC Motocross Park. 
(580) 762-3635. 


Week 


Car and Driver 


Route 66 in the sum- 
mertime — pick it up 
wherever you’re clos- 
est, fill 'er up, and head 
across the state, 


Week June 24-30 

26 


Let the River Run 


Week lulv 22-28 

30 


La Vista Locale 


Make an appearance at the Philbrook 
Museum of Art in Tulsa during the final 
week of a fantastic exhibit: La Vista 
Modern ista: The Modernist Vision from the 
Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de Caracas, 
featuring originals by Picasso and Mir6. 
(918) 749-7941; philbrook.org. 


Before bund red -degree temperatures come 
home to roost, see the revamped Trail of 
Tears drama at Tsa-La-Gi amphitheater. 
Tickets for adults arc SI 5, $ 13.50 for 
seniors, and $7.50 for kids. For a caste of 
Antiques Roadshow state style, stop in at the 
Cherokee Heritage Center atrium on July 13 
for the Indian Arts Appraisal Day. (888) 
999-6007; chcrokeeheritage.org. 


July 15-21 


Week 

28 


July 8- 

Marking the Trail 


Two Peachy 


Why the state’s pair of 
peach festivals occur simulta- 
neously is a no-brainer: 

That's when the fruit ripens. 
Take in both the Porter 
Peach Festival July 19 and 20 
and the Stratford celebration 
July 20. Porter festival, (9 1 8) 
-8331; Stratford festive 
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Week August 12-18 

Week 

A A 

33 The Checkered Flag 

34 


August 19-25 

Pedal to the Medal 


Week 

35 


August 26-September 1 

Got It Bad 


Nothing says k*$ Friday night like the 
vrooming engines at the Oklahoma State 
Fair Grandstand. Put on a ball cap and 
watch the sprint cars, pro stocks, factory 
stocks, and modified stocks go round and 
round and round. 7-1 1 p.m. Friday nights 
through September 27. (405) 948-6700. 


If speed's your thing, head east of Tulsa on 
Highway 412 to Chouteau for the Mid- 
America Summer Nationals Drag Boat Races 
August 24-25. At this national I H BA- 
sanctioned competition, considered one of the 
ten best in the country, the boats really move, 
reaching velocities greater than 200 miles per 
hour. The event is televised on Speedvision. 

(918) 479-8945. 


D.C M inner’s hometown of Renttesville 
anchors the Labor Day weekend around 
blues, barbecue, and fun. D.C. and his wife, 
Selby, show visitors a good time into the wee 
hours (thus the event's name, the Dusk Til 
Dawn Blues Festival). Three stages and 
hundreds of wailin' musicians make the 
Down Home Blues Club the place to be in 
late August, August 30-Septembcr 1 . (918) 
473-241 1; dcminnerblues.com. 




A Night at the Opera 


Broadway meets MAPS: 

The original London cre- 
ative team has been reas- 
sembled for The Phantom of 
the Opera touring produc- 
tion, running August 28 
through September 1 5 at 
the revamped Civic Center 
Music Hall. Directed by 
Tony winner Harold Prince, 
Phantom tickets first will be 
red to Civic Center 
£)n subscribers, available 
individual performances 
i. (800) 869- 1451. 


Week September 23-29 

39 


Small World 


Week September 30-October 6 

4U The Pumpkin Polka 


Lawton, one of Oklahoma's most diverse 
places, honors this small, small world 
with its International Festival, held this 
year on September 27-29 at Library 
Plaza. As much education as entertain- 
ment, the festival encourages tolerance 
by spotlighting a broad range of cultures 
from Middle Eastern to European to 
Latin, (580) 581-3470. 


It’s October; and that’s reason 
enough to celebrate. Practice 
your German and knack and 
brat your way to Oktoberfests 
statewide. 


Week September 9-15 

37 


Reliving History 


Does the idea of staking a fantasy claim on 
some cheap land appeal? Head to Enid's 
Ch ero kec Strip Days Celeb ra t ion .This 
year's gala September 12-14 commemorates 
the September 16, 1893, land run and offers 
up arcs and crafts. Native American dance, 
Indian tacos, a parade, a kiddie land run, 
and historical demonstrations. Free. (580) 
237-2494. 


Week September 16-22 

38 


The Plane Truth 


The Tulsa Fly-in was cighry-sixcd in 2001 
due to taxi way construction snags at Frank 
Phillips Field in Bartlesville. The 2002 
extravaganza, though, is on; mark your 
calendars for September 20-21 . More than 
500 sport aviation planes will land at one 
of the longest-running fly-ins in the 
world. The Tulsa Fly-in began in T-Town 
in the Fifties, moved to Tahicquah in 
1972> and since 1992 has been in 
Bartlesville. (918) 622-8400; 
tulsaflyin.com. 


September 2-8 


5 1 






Weak October 7-13 

41 


Saddle Up, Cowboy 


You'll think you’ve stepped back to the 
wild, wild west at the Cowboy T radc Day 
in Claremore. On October 12, 3,500 
pairs of boots converge on the Will Rogers 
Roundup Club Arena to buy, sell, and 
trade everything horn horses to antique 
six-shooters. Organizer Hurley Hughes 
describes the swap meet as "the biggest in 
the South west/ (918) 341-6985; 
co wboyt rader.co m , 


w«k o ct0 b er 14.20 

42 


News-o-saurus 


If the dinosaurs don't get you, the special 
offerings at Norman's Sam Noble Okla- 
homa Museum of Natural History will. 

This week, peruse Flash: The Associated Press 
Covers the World, an exhibit of more than 
130 AP photos (some Pulitzer Prize 
winners) spanning seventy years of history, 
(405) 325-4712; snomnh.ou.edu. 


Week November 18-24 

47 


Electric Avenues 


With Thanksgiving around the corner, 
holiday displays light up Oklahoma* I his is 
the inaugural week for Holiday TrceFesi ar 
the Oklahoma City' Omniplex (405/602- 
6664; omniplex.org), the Crystal Christmas 
Ligbr Festival in Woodward (580/256- 
74 1 I), and Duncan s Lighting the 1 rail 
(580/255-3644; duncancha mber.com ) * 11 
home fires are burning, grab a ladder and 
bedeck your own space. 


Week October 21-27 

43 „ 


Ve Fallen for You 


This time of year, fall colors give every trek 
aesthetic potential. Enjoy the explosion of 
natural beauty along the Tallin ena Drive am 
while you're nearby, stop by the Talihina 
school gymnasium October 26-27 for the Ft 
Foliage Arts and Crafts Festival and Car 
Show, where you’ll find activities for the 
whole family* (918) 567-3434; 

I eflo reco u n ty . co ml tal i hi n a . 


Week November 1 1-17 

46 Shoulders of Giants 

We owe our freedoms to 
millions who fought to 
ensure them. On 
Veteran’s Day, November 
! I , make time to honor 
those sacrifices. 


Week November 4-10 

45 


Chicks with Guns 


Beginners and more experienced s lie- 
warriors, note November's Women in the 
Outdoors Workshop at Ten killer State Park 
near Vian. There's room for as many as fifty 
gals at this National Wild Turkey Federa- 
tion-sponsored gathering to fish, hunt* and 
otherwise commune with nature. Cabin 
rentals or camping available. November 8- 

10 . ( 918 ) 489 - 5641 . 


October 28 -November 3 


Boo! 

Brave Halloween with tykes in 
costumes at the Oklahoma 
City Zoo's Haunt the Zoo for 
Halloween or HallowZOOeen 
at the Tulsa Zoo. Beware! The 
kiddie hysteria level will be 
frightening. Oklahoma 
City Zoo, (405) 
424-3344; 
okczoo.com, 
Tulsa Zoo, (918) 
669-6600; 
tulsazoo.org. 
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Week November 25-December 1 

48 Nag, Nag, Nag 

Push away from leftovers arid visit the Stare 
Fairgrounds in Oklahoma City for the 
National Reining Horse Futurity. This 
equine superevent showcases the nation's 
finest reining horses (ranch horses judged on 
their athletic ability in a show arena). More 
than seven hundred animals will compete. 
November 29- December 8. (405) 946- 
7400; nrha.com. 


Week December 2-8 

49 


Water Wonderland 


After dark on December 7, experience 
holiday lights with a twist at the Christmas 
Extravaganza at Pensacola Dam near 
Langley. Folks who've seen the Cherokee 
Yacht Club Ugh ted Boat Review say there's 
nothing quite like those majestic vessels, 
ablaze with lights, making their way across 
the southern part of Grand Lake. (918) 
782-32 1 4; grandlakechamber.org. 


Week December 9- 1 5 

50 Earthly Lights 

Don't miss the Garden of Lights in 
M uskogee, 1 2 0 acres of il 1 urn i n a i cd 
splendor within the natural beauty of 
Honor Heights Park. Close by* on 
December 13 and 14* the Fort Gibson 
Historic Site presents an 1848 Candlelight 
Tour of the log fort. Within the fort lie 
scenes of Christmas, circa 1848. Honor 
Heights* (918) 684-6302); Fort Gibson, 
(918) 478-4088. 


Finish 2002 off with a 
westbound drive to /our 
favorite ski destination, En 
route, munch on black- 
eyed peas and bask in the 
wide-open winter vistas 
of the Panhandle. 


Week December 1 6-22 

51 Solstice with Style 

Spinning around inside the Christmas 
vortex* it's easy to forget the winter 
solstice* the shortest day and longest 
night of the year. That’s important 
during the Winter Solstice Night Walks 
at the Spiro Mounds Archaeological 
Center, For S3 ($2 for kids), take a one- 
mile* two-hour historical tour of the 
thousand-year-old mounds* especially 
those built to align with solstice and 
equinoctial sunsets. (918) 962-2062, 


December 23-29 


Week 

52V2 


December 30-31 

Out with the Old 





The Boulevard Sfeakhouse 
wine room reflects the 
breadth of the restaurant's 
850-item wine list. Boulevard 
received Wine Spectator's 
Award of Excellence in 1998, 
1999, and 2000, 







At BOULEVARD STEAKHOUSE in EDMOND, MEAT and POTATOES reach NEW LEVELS 


S ophisticated diners of the 

world tend to boast of their latest discov- 
ery in California cuisine. Or they may pre- 
fer It Lilian cooking from Tuscany, pronounc- 
ings^ bucco with such flourish that the mere 
phrase has mouth- tingling effect. Your favor- 
ite French restaurant? Cest grand! And Japa- 
nese? Healthful and terrifically hip. 

But the ultimate in dining sophistication? 
It just might he the great American steak 
house. No, not a garden-variety Ted’s 
Steakhouse, where a ten-ounce filet costs 
maybe $4.99, potato and greens included. 
We re talking Morton's or Peter huger or 
Smith & W ol len sky. Res tau rat i ts wi t h d ic- 
hard celebrity patrons, where waiters and 
bartenders age from young men (increasingly 
women) into elderly men, serving their loyal 
clientele with a predictable bur luscious cut 
ofUSDA Prime beef, cooked to perfection 
each rime and accompanied by a simple hut 
perfect c t ea n 1 ed sp i n ach . 

Before December 1998, Oklahomans 
were hard-pressed to find such an establish- 
ment, a restaurant where the interior and 
exterior decor matched the quality of its 
mission — to provide the discerning diner an 


overall experience, rooted primarily in excel- 
lent meat and potatoes but also in service and 
customer satisfaction. That experience can be 
found, night after night, at Boulevard 
Steakhouse in Edmond. 

In casual word-of-mouth praise, die three- 
year-old restaurant consistently ranks as the 
best or among the best for the Oklahoma 
City metropolitan area, located next door 
to upscale diner Cafe 501 , Boulevard's 
simple but approachably elegant exterior 
suggests what's inside: clean, white linens on 
simply adorned tables: ample booth space for 
inti ma te d i n ners ; rich carpet acce n ted with 
modern cement floors; and stained ma- 
hogany walls. 

A large oil painting in the main dining 
room, depicting a jovial and stylish scene 
straight from the 1920s, lends even more cre- 
dence to Boulevard’s mission of providing 
diners a first -rate experience. Its presence as 
a focal point of the dining room echoes the 
restaurant's principles of warmth, comfort, 
and elegance. 

Peter Holloway, Boulevard s owner along 
with wife Sheree, credits their restaurant’s 
success primarily to attitude and service. “We 


Restaurateur Peter Holloway, 
above, with his staff, inducting 
server Harmony Summers, chef 
Jimmy Stepney, general 
manager Lori Tyler, and bar- 
tender Derek Foreman, In the 
background is server Blythe 
Wilson. This 7-ounce USDA-prirne 
filet is served with a side order of 
au gratin potatoes. 
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The bar area at Boulevard 
Steakhouse also has seating for 
IQ guests. The blackened bone-in- 
prime rib eye is served here with 
fresh asparagus topped with 
hollandaise. Peter Holloway has 
a steady list of favorite establish- 
ments around the country, among 
them French Laundry in the Bay 
Area 'for the passion that [Chef] 
Thomas Keller has far food' and 
Pappas Brothers Steakhouse in 
Austin 'for the decor and attention 
to detail.' 
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‘WE TRY to INSTILL in OUR EMPLOYEES that OUR 
GUEST is TRULY OUR REASON for EXISTENCE, 
and WITHOUT TAKING EXCEPTIONAL CARE o/THEM, 
OUR RESTAURANT is NOT UNIQUE.’ 


trear the guest like they are a guest in our 
home," he says. “We try to instill in our 
employees thar our guest Ls truly our reason 
for existence, and without taking exceptional 
care of them, our restaurant is not unique.” 
Father of fcu r dii Id ren , fo rty-seve n -yea r- 
old Holloway is a distinguished veteran of 
the restaurant business. He launched the 
popular Pepperoni Grill restaurants in 
1990, later selling them to Vince Orza's 
Eateries in 1 995. He now owns Oklahoma 
City's power breakfast spot, Classen Grill; 
Boulevard s neighbor to the north, Cafe 
501 ; and Cafe 50 1 Express, located near the 
front entry of Mathis Brothers furniture 
store. He is also in partnership with Bill and 
Larry Mathis on Oklahoma City's 501 
Ranch Steakhouse, another upscale prime 
steaks establishment. 

In conceiving Boulevard, Holloway and 
general manager Lori Tyler, a longtime col- 
league, surveyed 14 the great steak houses of 
the county,” among them, Sparks New 
York, Pappas Brothers, Del Frisco's Double 
Eagle Steak House in Dallas, and Gibsons 
Steakhouse in Chicago. Holloway evaluated 
what worked, what didn't, and simply 
enough, what he preferred. "We wanted to 
create a simple and basic menu, something 
very familiar to Oklahomans, Beef and po- 
tatoes— nothing fancy.” 

Though sure enough standard fare, 
Holloway and Co. is committed to provid- 
ing its Oklahoma customers the finest beef 
available. One of few restaurants statewide 
serving exclusively USDA-graded prime 
beef, the kitchen has its meat — wet-aged for 
a minimum of twenty-one days — trucked in 
weekly from Chicago. (Because of its far 
marbling, prime beef — just 2 percent of all 
beef sold — is more tender and richer in fla- 
vor than "choice' or “select” beef — the other 
two retail beefs available.) 

The smallest steak on the menu is a 
dainty and palatable seven-ounce prime fi- 
let; the twenty- two -ounce prime porter- 
house is the steak lover’s piece dc resistance. 
An assortment of beef entrees rounds out 
the steak portion of the menu, including 
a steak diablo featuring a cabernet sauce 


over pepper-encrusted tenderloin and me- 
dallions of heel with a bordelaise sauce and 
fresh mushrooms. Surf, too, has a sturdy 
menu presence. Sea bass, halibut, salmon, 
and Australian lobster tail are all regular 
menu items. 

No self-respecting old- school American 
steak house serves its vegetables alongside the 
entree, including it as a mere afterthought. 
Vegetables are as much a menu item as the 
prime filet or rib eye itself, and Boulevard's 
side-order selection continues in that old 
New York tradition; fresh asparagus or 
steamed broccoli with hollandaise, creamed 
spinach, Delmonico creamed corn, and 
roasted garlic mashed potatoes are nmst-or- 
ders, equally on par with the prime beef. 

It's the devil-in- the-details factor, however, 
that sets Boulevard apart from its national 
contemporaries. Take, for example, the 
memorable crab cakes from the appetizer 
menu. Chef jimmy Stepney, a Houston 
native and Ruth's Chris alum, learned the 
recipe years ago from a fellow chef in Texas. 
“It has the basics — celery and onions,” says 
Stepney, who has led the Boulevard kitchen 
crew from day one. 41 But I add secret spices 
to give it a little more oomph.” Stepney then 
serves the cakes with a red pepper coni is and 
ginger scallion aoli, stacked on fried carrots. 

'That a steak house on this order seems a 
given in eatde country takes for granted the 
stiff restaurant competition coming from na- 
tional midlevel chains like Outback, which 
serves a respectable and affordable steak. The 
experience and vision of Holloway and his 
capable staff, however, remind sophisticated 
beefeaters in Oklahoma that an upscale steak 
house experience doesn't need to be timed 
with a vacation out of state. In fact, it can be 
discovered right here at home. E33 

Boulevard Steakhouse is located at 505 
South Boulevard in Edmond \ The seven - 
ounce prime filet costs $21.99, the twenty- 
two-ounce porterhouse, $38.99. Vegetable 
side orders range from $4.59 to $6.99; 
appetizers ( salads , and soups from $4,99 to 
$1 1. 99. Reservations are suggested hut not 
necessary, (405) 715-2333 . 
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Free Information 

Find out more about attractions, lodging, 
shopping, dining, and special events from 
Oklahoma Today advertisers. It’s easy! 


Detach the 
postage-paid Reader 
Response Card 

© 

Circle the numbers that 
correspond with the 
advertisers you want to 
find out about. 

0 

Drop the postage-paid 
card in the mail. 
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1 Adam's Mark Hotel 

2 An Affair of the Heart 

3 Amtrak 

4 Antique Appraisal Auction Service 

5 Apple Cart Restaurant 

6 Bartlesville CVB 

7 Beavers Bend Lakeview Lodge 

8 Best Western Townsman Inn 

9 Blackwell Chamber of Commerce 
10 Cherokee Casino 

1 1 Cherokee Heritage Center 

1 2 Claremore CVB 

1 3 The Collage Project 

1 4 Creek Council House Museum 

1 5 Denison, IX Chamber of Commerce 

1 6 Edmond CVB 

1 7 Enid Main Street 

1 8 Enrique's Mexican Restaurant 

1 9 Five Civilized Tribes Museum 

20 Flavors Restaurant 

21 Frontier Country Marketing Association 

22 Gilcrease Museum 

23 Great Salt Plains Association 

24 Green Country Marketing Association 

25 Greenwood Cultural Center 

26 Guthrie CVB 

27 Hammett House Restaurant 

28 Holiday Inn Express 

29 Hotel Ambassador 

30 Hotel Phillips 

31 Jasmine Moran Children's Museum 

32 Jenks Chamber of Commerce 

33 Kaw Lake Association 

34 Kaw Lake Eagle Watch 

35 Kiamichi Country Association 


36 Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce 

37 M & D Star Drug 

38 McAlester Tourism 

39 The Merc 

40 New Mexico State Parks 

41 Northern Oklahoma College 

42 Northwest Inn 

43 Oklahoma City Art Museum 

44 Oklahoma City CVB 

45 Oklahoma Garden Fest 

46 Oklahoma Natural Gas 

47 Oklahoma Pork Council 

48 Oklahoma Transportation Authority 

49 Okmulgee Main Street 

50 Pawhuska Chamber of Commerce 

51 Phillips Petroleum 

52 Ponca City Tourism 

53 Poncan Theatre 

54 Red Carpet Country Association 

55 Reynolds Ford 

56 Route 66 

57 Roxanna Guest House 

58 Shawnee CVB 

59 Stigler Chamber of Commerce 

60 Stillwater CVB 

61 TrizecHahn 

62 Trueblood's Old Town Cafe 

63 Tulsa CVB 

64 UCO/Broadway Tonight 

65 The Village at Ruidoso, NM 

66 Virginia's Bed & Breakfast 

67 Wheelock Academy 

68 Whip-Poor-Will Resort 

69 Windsor Market 

70 Woodward Chamber of Commerce 
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It's not like an y museum IVe 
ever seen! We can touch 
and play and imagine life in 
a child-size town! Come and 
experience it for yourself! 

Jasmine jMoran^^ 

Children’s museuM 

Seminole. Oklahoma * I 800 259 KIDS 
...where children play to learn 
G adults learn to play. 

R 14 Highway 9 W 
f 4 Q 5 J 382-0950 

Hours open: 

Tues. - Sat, 1 0am - 5pm 
Sunday I pm ■ 5pm 
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Visit central Oklahoma’s 
frontier Country for great 
fun and family travel! 

Enjoy award winning events, world class 
attractions and exciting communities all located 
in Lhe heart of Oklahoma. 

Call for your 
FREE vacation guide 

(800) 386-6552 and 
visit our website: 

www.oktoumm.com 


UKIAHtM 

NATIvfJ 
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Country 




Hospitality... 


CONVENTION 

& visitors 

BUREAU 

S0£PWl-b717<ir 


Mark 
Your 

Calendar! 

Jan, 24; Paragon Ragtime 
Orchestra Paforinrmce 
I an. 26: Stillwater Bridal 
Showcase 

Feb. 14-17: Yow'nftf Good Man 
Charlie Brown Performance 
Feb. 2Ch OSU Speaker Series: 
KameniAbduPjabbar 
Feb. 27- Mar. 2: Trojan VVoimkh 
Peribrmtmce 


FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
VISIT COME2STILLWATER.COM 



' 
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HOTEL&’SUITES 

Penn Square 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


A Brand-new, 
Centrally-Located 
Hotel Offering: 

Jacuzzi Suites / FREE Deluxe Breakfast 
Heated Indoor Pool / Fitness Center 
Executive Boardroom / FREE Local Calls 

281 1 N.W. Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112 
(405) 4K4-150O * Fax (405) 848-7474 
www.o kepen nsqua re . li le x press . co m 
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OK L A H O M A 

GARDEN 

FESTIVAL 


Gardening Beyond the Boundaries 

lanuary 31 - February 3, 2002 
Myriad Convention Center 

Benetitting the Myriad Gardens Foundation 
and Oklahoma City Beautiful 


He.l uTritilly tj)nd<AJpixJ 
garden*. honiL uliur^l 
tomp-THicsns^ educjiiomil 
eKhitrffs, seminars by 
gardening L-nperti. The 
Garden Mnrtcdf iftail jru.i. 

and mm?! 


Hour*: 10j.m.8p,m ITuirv Sal . ID pjn. Sun. 

Ado™ h* ton/ Fees: Ad nils SB. Youlk'Senmrs $6, Two-Pay ftijf f 12 
Adwwce Ticket*: (Dec 14, 2 00 Han. 30, 2002) 

AdulK SfvSQ, YuutlvstTiinr^ S5, Four-Pay I^ss STS 


Shawnee! 



Unfold the treasures 
of the past at the 
Shawnee Historical 
Society Quilt Show. 

Held annually at the 
Sante Fe Depot 
Museum, the Quilt 
Show features the 
best in craftsmanship, 
history and beauty. 

Call us today for 
your free visitor guide and calendar 
of events - or visit us on the web. 


1 - 888 - 404-9633 

www.visitshawnee.com 



For more in format ion call 405-528-2*>% nr visit www.okgardeiilesllval.org 
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Oklahoma City Museum of Art 


15 Exhibit loti (I attunes Museum Store Museum Cafe -250 Seat T hear re 


IfBfe. * ITlematic^ 

' i CONNECTIONS: 


The Virtual Embrace 


ij£r ,* Sept. 5 -Nov. 4 


Dale Chihuly: 
Installations 

Mar. 1 6 - Aug. 4 


FRIDAY JUWE 7 - SUNDAY JUME 9 

GefrYmKtik 

on OldaboMi 66! 



•AiMimeiiow 


It’s time to dig out your best 50s costume, a folding chair, 
and a pair of fuzzy dice! Join Route 66 enthusiasts and 
nostalgia buffs from all over the county for the Oklahoma 
Route 66 Association's annual statewide cruise. You don’t 
need a classic car to cruise - just a love for the open road! 

evEmmwe.' Pre-cruise Parties 
50s-style Sockhop under the Stars * Car Show 
Grand Door Prize Giveaway (fast year's was a ’66 Mustang!) 
Community Festivals - Ef Reno's Smalt Town Weekend 
and Chandler's Ice Cream Festival 


Advanced registrations will be taken March 1 - May 1 . After 
that time, registration will toe June 7th on site* 


For more information call (405) 258-0008 or (918) 712-7229. 
write to P.0, Box 21382, Oklahoma City, OK 73156, or visit 


our web site after March 1 at 
www, o klahom a ro ute66,co m 

for forms and more information. 


0K1AH0MA 

NAIM AMERICA 


One hundred 
T h i it t ei;n Year s 
of History 
and Hospitality 

17 Bed & Breakfasts 
4 Inns / Hotels 
Camping & RV Facilities 
Unique Restaurants 
6 Museums 
7 Art Galleries 
3 Live Theaters 
Lazy E Arena 
PGA Golf Courses 


Gluhrie 

CHAMBER Of 
COMMERCE 

CONVENTION AND 
VISITORS BUREAU 

^ U r KST OKLAHOMA 




AT I OX 


From Land 

We are the premier Oklahoma destination for history and 
hospitality. We pride ourselves on an excellent variety of 
entertainment and fine accommodations designed with care 
to please every visitor Stroll our quaint streets and embrace 
the unique spirit of the Oklahoma Territory, Explore history 
in the First Capital and enjoy the nineteenth century flavor 
of our landmark architecture. You'll find our door 
is always open, so jump on vour horse, 
hitch up the buggy and . 

(0\JJN TO 

GUTHRIE 

dick: Gl 'I'HRIKOK.rOM Ct fll SOO-2SHI- 1 HH*J 





GREEN COUNTRY 


BARTLESVILLE - CLAREMORE * JENK5 
PAWHUSKA * TAHLEQUAH - TULSA 




Visit 

fair Gk eenwood to 


Greenwood Cultural Center 

H®me of. .. 

* Black Wall Street Memorial 

* Ruins to Renaissance 
Permanent Exhibit of the 
1921 Race Riot 

* (Viable B. Little Heritage House 

• Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame 


from the turn of the century through the 
early 1920 s. Tulsa's Greenwood District 
grew to b ocome one of the country's most 
prosperous African-American communities, 
Today, the historic Greenwood District 
serves as an important lesson in human 
courage and perseverance, and a vivid 
reminder of Tulsa s early African-American 
citizens who created a thriving community 
t hat holds a unique place in Tuba history. 

322 North Greenwood Avenue 
- 918,596,1020 
www.gre on wood c ultu ra I qenter.com 



With nearly 30 yean of 
fine-dining excellence, 
Hammett House is a 
family-oriented, made- 
from-scratch restaurant 
where no reservations 
are necessary. Enjoy 
these favorites: 

Pa mptr-frh'd Chicken 
Country-jried Steaks 
Ltnnh & Tnrkry Fries 
14 Varieties of 
Fftsh-baked Pies 



Service with distinction and 
luxurious rooms, just two of die 
things that make Hotel Phillips 
World Class. 

For business travel ora weekend 
bed and breakfast we will ensure 
that your stay is comfortable. 


For Reservations: 

1-800-331-0706 


821 Johnstone, Bartlesville, OK 



Txpcrivncn the life ami times of 
A ni yv tri ya - the Real People,,, 


herokee Heritage Center 


Hwy. 62 S. of Tahlequah E. on Willis Rd 


Open 'days a week: 10 an.1-5 pm Mon, -Sat. & 1-5 pm Sundav 

REDEEM THIS All FOR Si OFF MUSEUM/ ANCIENT VILLAGE or 
OFF TRAIL OF TEARS DRAMA 


Adams Comer Rural Village 
Tsa La tii Amphitheater 
Heritage Farm 
CherDkee Genealogy Center 
Chertjkee Heritage Pottery 
Cherokee Heritage Arts 


Ann era! Village 
Ancient (hemighl 
Family Camp nuts 
fbtTukec Heritage Tuurs 
CTiertikee Nat in mil Museum 
Museum Shop 
Trail of Tears Exhibit 


ra il of 1 ett rs T) ra 1 u a 

Sum mcr 2002 


F.Q. Rox 505 -Tahlequah, OK -^4404 
918-45(^6007 Toll Free: HHS-qqg-booT 
u*i v UK Ch erokee t leritu gv* o rg 



, 7 m ant / /f J the vastness of 3 7. OCX) acres of undisturbed 
prairie next to the Osage Nation capital... Where tsver 2 3 0.1 XX) head ot 
l ntth thrive... Where Wild West outlaws such as Jesse James and Belle 
Starr hid our in their oloty da vs... Pavvhuska* die real Native America. 

Rich History. . . Ancient Tradition, , , Exciting Futu re 


Think Jenks. 

Shop. Dine. Enjoy 




www.jenks.com 










BLACKWELL * KAW CITY 
PONCA CITY • TONKAWA 


KAW LAKE 



Centennial 

Tonk& wa, 0% 


Northern Oklahoma 
College Offers Nfore 
Than 6o Degree Programs 
Leading To An Associate 
Of Arts, Science or 
Applied Science Decree, 

Cefehmtwcj iOQ yean 

fpSoj SzS-Szoo 



For mm mfotmaiitm. cmilact 
(tie Kaw Lake Association 
PO Qw lil 33 , Ponca City. OK 74602 
5S0-762-9494 Of 877-671-6985 

E-mart: kawEake#kskc.nd: 
wmkawtaka.com 


lOw 4 Uk 








Mexican/American Cuisine 
KawOty, Oklahoma 

580 - 269-2202 

Opens at 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday thru Sunday 
Closed Monday & Tuesday 


The Poncan Theatre 

104 East Grand, Ponca City, OK 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Bill Pinkney's Original Drifters February 15, 2002 

Hie Kingston Trio April 12, 2002 

John Mueller as Buddy Holly May 10, 2002 

The Bop Cats May 31 , 2002 

Les Gilliam June 22, 2002 

Box Office (580) 765-0943 * 1pm to 5pm, Mon, - Fri. 

www.poncantheatre.org 


Restaurant 
& Catering 

V^Ybur Placed 
^ or Ours? ^ 


762-6742 * 200 N. 2nd 
Downtown Ponca City 

Lunch Tuesday-Friday 1 1-2 
Dinner Tuesday-Saturdoy 5- JO 

Reservations reccommended, not required 


NIGHTLY SPECIALS 

Including... 

PRIME RIB TUESDAY 


Banquet Facilities Available 



DAYS INN 


Blackwell 

a Great Stop on 1-35 , Exit 222 


While in Blackwell visit: 

■ Top of Oklahoma Museum 

* Historic Electric Park Pavilion 

* The Derailed Railroad 

* 6 Antique Matts— Over 250 Dealers, 

Open 7 days a mtk 

* Outstanding dining and shopping 

* KT r parks ami Go// Course! 

i n’t miss Blackwell's 
I Annual Tulips A Bloom Festival, 
Saturday April 6 , 2002 ! mm 


|otel Inforrmmo 


<KI141) 800-80011 (80(1? 3 29-74 ft rt (800) 228-5156 

l or iti I or mat imi. contact the III a ok well Chamber of Commerce 
120 5. Main / (5H0) 363-4195 / e-mail: chambcr(ff kskr.net 
Visit our website - www.b I ackwc II ch ambcr.org 



Eagle Watch at Kaw Lake 


Saturday, January 19, 2002 
For information call 

(580) 762-9494 
or 1-877-671-6985 

E-mail: kawlake@kskc.net 
www.kawlake.com 


AuThENTic Homemade Meccan Food 

We have the Best! 

DINE 6 WATCH THE PLANES 
Mon. -Fri,: u a.m. to 2 pm 
and 4: jo to 8 pm 
(Open until 9: on pan. on Fridays) 

Sat: ii a.m. to 9 p.rn. 

Lunch specials Monday through Friday 

Ponca G£v Municipal Airport * (580) jG 2 -$$oj 










,) HOMETOWN 


ATTRACTIONS 
- FESTIVALS 
- TOURS 


City of McAlester ■ Tourism 

P.0. Box 578 McAlester, OK 
918-421-4998 

cityofmcalester.com - tourism@icok.net 


2002 4^ EvuCU 

Jane 1245 stigier Town Carnival 
14*16 Stigler Reunion Days 

14 Gospel Singing 
& Town Dance 

14' 15 Arts & Crafts Festival 

1 5 Loc al Food Co nee ss ions 
& Musical Emertaimem 

October 25-26 Stigter Tall Festival 

25-26 Arts & Crafts Show 
26 Car Show 

December 1 Stigler A tmm! Christmas Parade 

March / - November 31 - Jam Session Every 
Saturday Night on the Courthouse Lawn. 

For more information contact: 

Stigler-Haskell County Chamber of Commerce 

204 East Main Street • Stigler OK 74462 

Phone: 918,967,8681 - Fax: 918.967.4319 

E-Mail: chamber#cwis,net 

We bs lie: http : // w w w, stigl erchatn ber. com 


Near MiilmcH 


in McCartum I 
County arc the 
major surviving 
compmiL'nts or rhe once 
tlouri^ilng Whedock Academj$ 
a unique symbol of almost 
rwo centimes of the Choctaw 
Nar ion's commitment ro 
educarion. 


( 580 ) 746-2139 


Oklahoma’s 


KJAMiCHrar 

TOUNTRV 

Where Oklahoma's Day Begins ^ 

Beavers 
Bend 
Lakeview 
Lodges 

A Secluded Retreat 
on Broken Bow Lake 


NATIVE AMERICA 

1 ( 800 ) 722-8180 vv w w. k i a m i di icn u nl rv.to in 


Treat yourself to u 
refreshing getaway at 
Beavers Bend Lakeview 
Lodge. Nestled in the 
pine-forested foothilL of 
the Kiamichi Mountains, 
Lakeview Lodge offers 
ck >m fort a M e, m c xietn 
accomodations in a 
postcard setting. Lodge 
nx>ms are appointed 
with refined country 
furnishings, cable TV, 
coffee makers, and 
breathtaking lake views. 
Enjoy complimentary 
breakfast by the 
fireplace in the Great 
Room or relax on the * 
Terrace. Call now to 
reserve your view. 


OKLAHOMA 

Parks & Resorts 


Call (800) 435-5514 or (580) 494-6179 for reservations 

www . heave rs vend, a im 


y/mpp>)RWiu 

f VX. RESORT ^ 


'RESORT' 
■Fudge Factory’ 
&GiftShop 

I jpg Cabins with Fireplaces, 
cable TV, Grills, fully equipped 
kitchens and linens 
Fish potxl playgRuuid, gazebo 
Located at entroj^e to beautitiil 
Cedar Creek Gctf Ctxtree 
Nair Broken Bow Lake; 
Beavers Bend State Rack, 
and Mounfciin RxkTnxit River 
Write or ( xiilfvr resetvatkn tv : 

HC 75, Box 38 
Broken Bowl OK 74728 


vi iv m utkresortxxm 


BOISE CITY - GUYMON 
KENTON * WOODWARD 


RED CARPET 


Northwest 

! m IPTPJ 

\ / 


AAA-APPROVED 

non-smoking Rooms 
Indoor pool 
Game Room 
hbo & In-Room Movies 
Restaurant & lounge 

Complimentary 
Coffee & newspaper 

DELIVERED TO YOUR 
Door Daily 


Northwest Inn 

Hwy* 270 and First Street 
PO. Box kkh; 
Woodward, ok 73802 

( 580 ) 256-7600 

For Reservations Only Call; 
800 - 727-7606 



ottntry 


Rodeos * Festivals • Fishing 
Hunting • Histone Sites 
Camping * Museums 


Drawer B, Alva, OK 73717 

JiX. 

OKLAHOMA 

(800) 447-2698 

www. redca tpetet nin t ry.ee mi 

T 5 M 

A 1 V r 

AMEIvlOU 



* Dinosaur Artifacts 

* Museum & Cafe 

* Highway Robbery 


101 W Main * Kenton, OK 

(580) 261-7447 

wwvv.geoc itie&a i m/ken u m_merc 



BEST WESTERN 
TOWNSMAN INN 

Guymon s Ffpiesl Lodging 

Serving dir 
Olt laho ma Pm i ha Jidf r 


Outdoor/Indoor Poo) * Spa 
Fitness Center * Jacuzzi Suites 
Extended Slay Suites 
Meeting Room/Reunion Center 
Free Continental Breakfast 
Kids under 1 1 slay free 
In Room Coffee 
Business Rooms 

Guyinnn Reservations 
(ttOG) 245-0335 
best wes Li' rn . co m/to wnsmar i m n 
Jet. Uwys. US 54, 412 6? 3 
Guymon, Oklahoma 73^42 




Virainia’s (Bed & Brea/Hast 

t-* even better than relaxing at tonne. - 


Spend a quiet evening in one of our newly remodeled bedrooms. After a restful 
sleep, enjoy either a simple breakfast of rolls & coffee ora deluxe presentation 
of waffles or blueberry pancakes. Then enjoy the Panhandle's m;tin attractions 
like die *5ama Fe Trail, Black Mesa Slate Park. Cimarron Heritage Center 
Museum and Lake Carl lulling. Hostess: Virginia Strong 
i 17 X Freeman ♦ Boise City; OK 73933 * (580) 544-2834 





Crystal Christmas 


Boiling Springs Stjjte Park 


Two Excellent Golf Courses 


— 


: 
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Woodward 

Conventions and Tourism 

Woodward Chamber of 
Commerce 

PO Box 1026 

1006 Oklahoma Avenue 

Woodward, OK 73802 

1 - 800 - 364-5352 

1-580-256-7411 

wwchamberfichanibcr. woodward. ok.us 
www.woodwardok.com 
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downtown Okmulgee at the Creek 
Council House, a precious symbol 
of the proud heritage of the 
Muscogee (Creek) people. Discover 
a wonderful array of American 
Indian art, jewel ry and books at the 
museum’s Red Stick Gallery 


Open Tues.- Sat., 

10 a.m. to 430 p.rn. 
Closed Mondays 

Creek Council House Museum 

106 W, 6th Street 
Okmulgee. OK 
(918) 756-2324 



f Jr r \ enjoy stunning vistas and crisp mountain an Time for 
■ _j j world class skiing and sn owboarding, golf, shopping, 
l sif t i«j£i J casinos, fine dining, theater, galleries, museums and special 
«jf F events. It's a place where the aspen leaves turn to gold each 
autumn. ..where the joy of first tracks in fresh powder is just 
minutes away... where the legend of the old West’s most famous 
outlaw lives onf Isn’t it time you discovered what you Ye been missing? 
Ruidoso Right Now! 


It’s waiting for you in 




Okmulgee — 
Old-Fashioned Charm 

Take a trip this year to Okmulgee, 
and discover old-fashioned charm in a 
tum-of-the-eentury setting. Take a 
stroll around our classic town square 
filled with a variety of gift shops and 
antique stores. Learn about our fasci- 
nating history at the Creek Council 
House Museum, a National Historic 
Landmark. And enjoy a home style 
meal at one of our quaint eateries. 

Just minutes from our historic 
downtown is the tranquil and scenic 
setting of the Okmulgee and Dripping 
Springs State Parks. The Parks offer 
boating, fishing, handicapped- accessi- 
ble nature trails, camping, rv sites and 
more. Enjoy a weekend of the beauti- 
ful nature -filled outdoors nestled in 
northeastern Oklahoma, 

Make plans to visit Okmulgee, 
where you'll discover Norman 
Rockwell charm 12 months out of the 
year! 

Far more information: 

Okmulgee Tourism Development 
Program 

1 1 2 North Morton 
Okmulgee. OK 74447 
l -800-355*5552 or (918) 756-6172 


w ww. to u rok m u (gee . com 


Discover 

OKmuJgee 
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& To zA 

Mexico ^fafe {^rks 

Itainty 1 , rU/wmito «Mr/ .Vd/wiw/ Aft'Yfl wfirv Dtpnrnttcitf 


I-888-NM-PARKS 
\v ww.n mpa rks.com 



Antique 

Appraisal 

Auction 

Service 

/ appraise antiques 

(405) 273-5553 

Leave message with Erma 



M&D Star Drug 

On the square in historic 
downtown Okmulgee 

A full' line pharmacy featuring 
Hallmark Cards, Russell Stover 
Candies. Village Candles, Fenton 
Glass, and cosmetics, perfumes and 
colognes. 

The largest gift selection in 
Okmulgee County 



‘ 'Your Prescription Jfore 


Open Mon.-Fri. 8:?n am-6 pm 
Sat* 9 am -4 pm 

108 S. Morton (918)756-1322 



Renew Your Spirit -Visit a Texas Treasure 


“Vintage Swing” 
Arts & Wine Renaissance 
March 23, 2002 




■ — — ■«■ 


Arts & Wine Renaissance - March 23 
Texoma Lakdrct Regatta - April 12-14 
Memorial Day Festivities * May 27 


Six an galleries, open Wed*- Sat, 

Six artists* studios, i>y appointment only 
Four International Artists 


Information on the Pefect Get~a~way 

Denison Convention & Visitors Bureau 6f Denison Arts Council 
313 W Woodard St*. 1 Unison. TX 75020 * 903-4 65-1551 
dc ni $oncoc@tcxoi 1 1 a*nct • w w w,dm i st m ttx as av >m 



Relive the Heritage 

Relive the heritage of the Cherokee* 
Chickasaw* Choctaw* Creek and 
Seminole tribes in Indian Territory. 

2002 Major Events Schedule 

Apr. 6*7: Outdoor Indian Market 
Apr, 6 - 30: An Urn fir The Oaks 
Gallery Exhibit 

June 30 - July 31: Competitive 
Art Show 

Oct* 6 * 31: Masters Art Show 

THE 

FIVE 

CIVILIZED 
TRIBES ♦ MUSEUM 

Age ncy Hill. Hon or H eig hi s Dr i v c 
Muskogee, OK 74401 
(918) 683-1701 

Hours: Mon. -Sat* 10-5; Sun 15 






FRED W. MAWEL 


GETAWAY S: WE ATHER FORD 


HAPPY TRAILS 



BY ROBYN HOFFMAN 


T he song “Oklahoma* could have been written about Weatherford, 
where the wind certainly comes sweeping down the plains. Weath- 
erford is undoubtedly one of Oklahoma's breeziest cities, thanks to a 
virtually treeless terrain and higher than usual elevation for the state* 
“Windy City" sidewalk sales add retail presence to the meteorology. 

A “breezy* life spirit is the foundation on which Weatherford was built* 
and it's why the city continues to grow. Weatherford finds fun in hosting 
events such as the Wilderness Bike Tour in June* summer's 

Heartland Cruise Car Show, and the Southwest Festival of 
the Arts in September. 

T hese festivities help shape the town that came 
m life after administrators with the Choctaw* 
Oklahoma, and Gulf Railroad selected a route 
in 1 898 through what has become 
Weatherford. The land, once parr of a 
reservation for Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Indians* was named for one of two people — 
most likely Lori nd a Powell Weatherford, 
tile first postmistress, but possibly her 
husband, William J. Weatherford. 

The “town of dirty tents," so-called 
because of the hundreds of tent homes in 
early Weatherford, grew into a city of 9,859 
that is now home to Southwestern Okla- 
homa Stare University. 
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STAR MAN 

If s no secret Weatherford is the home- 
town of astronaut Thomas P, Stafford, The 
city shows off its native son with a statue, 
museum, and monument in his honor. 
Stafford was part of the historic 1 975 
Apollo- Soyuz Mission, the first human 
space flight managed jointly by the United 
States and Soviet Union. 

The statue of the famous space pioneer 
stands across from City Holl in Heritage 
Park. Its granite monument commemorates 
the spot where the astronauf s childhood 
home once stood on what is now Tom 


Stafford Street, formerly Washita 
Street, Also included are engravings 
of Stafford's parents, Mary Ellen 
Patten Stafford and Dr, Thomas 
Patten Stafford. 

The General Thomas P* 
Stafford Airport and Mu* 
seum (580/772-6143) features a 
collection of NASA photographs, 
rocket engines, military aircraft, 
spacecraft models, and items from 
Stafford's space flights, including his 
space suit. 


The Southwestern Way 

A UNIVERSITY AT THE CENTER OF IT ALL 

W eatherford welcomes an influx of five thousand every fall when students return to "the 
Hill,” the nickname given to the land upon which Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University (580/772-661 1 ) stands tall 

The university began as Southwestern Normal School, a teachers' college established by an 
act of the Oklahoma Territorial Legislature in 1 90 T It went through five name changes 
before evolving into Southwestern Oklahoma State University in 1974. 

One of the oldest structures, the Science Building, is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The Y- Chapel houses Southwestern artifacts — photographs, antique desks, newspa- 
pers , and the 1 i ke — a nd i s a fa vo ri te o f h i st orians at id al u m n i . 

Southwestern, home of the S WO SU Bulldogs, helps enrich the community through 
Panorama, a year-round program that broadens cultural and educational horizons. The series 
features well-known speakers, dance troupes, and comedians* Orlicr campus events include 
the Miss Southwestern Pageant, homecoming, and the Jazz Festival. 




Jazzy 

Music enthusiasts should schedule a 
pilgrimage to Weatherford for the Thirty- 
Second Annual Southwestern Okla- 
homa State University Jazz Festival 

(580/774-3708), set for February 8. The 
festival, one of Weatherford's biggest events, 
attracts thousands from all over the state. 

Over the years, the winter event has 
featured top-notch entertainers such as New 
York trumpeter Clark Terry, saxophonist/ 


keyboardist David Hanson of Colorado, 
and bassist Lou Fischer of Ohio, Musi- 
cians set to perform this year Include 
Shelton "Shelly" Berg and Mike Tomaro, 
Berg is an accomplished pianist and 
composer from California who has 
orchestrated music for rock stars Richard 
Marx and Chicago, Tomaro is a former 
member of the Army Blues jazz band and 
ha i Is from Pen n sy I va n i a , 


Southwestern students and Weatherford residents 
flock to the Jazz Festival each February. 


TIRED AND HUNGRY? 


Weatherford Dining and Accommada lions 

W eatherford boasts a wide variety of restaurants to whet the appetite. Willie's Grill 
and Diner (1 1 3 East Main; 580/772-74 1 8) offers one of the largest chicken-fried 
steaks in western Oklahoma* For Tex-Mex fans, Alfredo’s Mexican Cafe (1231 East Main; 
580/772-3696) has homemade tortillas, enchiladas, andquesadillas. Bcnehwarnier 
Brown's (108 East Main; 580/772-7682), a sports grill, serves everything from burgers ro 
pizza to chicken strips. YheT-BoneSteakhouse (1805 East Main; 580/772-6329) menu 
includes steak and seafood of every description. The Mark Restaurant (60 1 East Main; 
580/772-6092) features a daily buffet with salad bar. 

Weatherford has several motels situated on historic Route 66, including Days inn 
(580/772-5592; $43455) and the Best Western (580/772-3325; $53469), both located 
near the local shopping hot spots, and Holiday Inn Express (580/774-0400; $62-$ 8 9). 
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Have a bite to eat on Main Street at Willie's. 
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T 2002 Calendar of Events 

Bald Eagle Viewing, Kaw Lake ... 

Iris Festival . 

Draggin’ Grand 

Show n' Shine Classic Car Show 

Herb Festival 

Kawfest 2002 

Water Garden Tour 

Drag Boat Races 

Christmas in July .. 

Freedom Festival 

Grand National Moto-Cross Races July 

101 Ranch Wild West PRC A Rodeo t 

101 Ranch Wild West PRC A Rodeo Parade 

Country Harvest Arts & Craft Festival 

Fine Arts Festival Si 

Standing Bear Pow-Wow .. Si 

Cherokee Strip Chili & Bar-B-Q Cookoff,,,. 

Oktoberfest 

Christmas Tree Lighting 6 Caroling 

Historical Home Tour 

Festival of Angels Nov. 2 

Christmas Tree Collage Exhibit 


oiFre gonna love us!" 


Pioneer Woman 
Statue & Museum 



fi 




Call for a FREE Visitor’s Guide 1-800-475 -4400/ 580-763 -8092 
or visit our web site: www.poncacitytourism.com 


EVENTSGUIDE 


A GUIDE TO ACTIVITIES AND 
EVENTS STATEWIDE 


BARTLESVILLE 

Community Center Adams Blvd & Cherokee 
Ave Jan 19. Bartlesville Symphony Orchestra 
Presents Hensley, Hauck & janzen jan 28, 
Love, Sex & the IRS. Feb 22, Stephen File 
Children's Concert. |918) 336-2787 

EDMOND 

Edmond Historical Society 431 S Bode 
vard. Jan 23-27, Unmentionables: Historical 
Garments Rarely Seen Jan 26, Authors' Recep 
Non. (405| 340-0078 

University of Central Oklahoma Mitchell 
Hfcll, 100 N Universily. Feb 2, Carol 
Lawrence. Feb 21-24. The Merry Widow. 
[405) 974 3375 

Central Oklahoma Concert Series Pre- 
sents Carter Enyeart: Cellist Jan 20. First 
Christian Church. [4G5J 340-3500 

ENID 

Garfield County Fairgrounds 1 1 1 W 

Purdue. Feb 16-17, Men's Garden Club: Lawn 
& Garden Show Feb 28, County Junior Live 
stock Show (580) 2370238 
Symphony Center 301 W Broadway. Feb 4. 
A Symphony of Desserts, [580] 234-0739. 
•Feb 9-10, Oklahoma Festival Ballet & 
Enid Symphony Presents Courtly Dances, 
(5801 2379646 

AgriFest On 1 1-1 2. Chisholm Trail Expo Center. 
[580) 2370238 

Wait Until Dark |an 1 M9, Gaslight Theatre. 
[580) 233-3748 

KINGFISHER 

Chisholm Trail Museum 605 Zellers Ave, Jan 
19, Feb [6, Shuttle Bug Tatting Group Work- 
shop. jan 25, Victorian Dance Lessons, Feb 9, 
The Sooners Come Lote (405) 375-5176 

Governor Seay Inaugural Ball Feb 16. Fair 

grounds, Women's Building. [405] 375 5176 

LAWTON 

Great Plains Coliseum Annex 920 S 

Sheridan, Feb 2, Chocolate Festival. Feb 15-16, 
Far the Love ol Quilts Show. [580] 357-1 483 

John Denney Playhouse 1316 NW Bell 
Jan 25-27, Friends of the Theatre Benefit. Feb 
2. Far the Love of Chocolate. Feb 22-24, The 
Man Who Come to Dinner 1 5801 355-1600 

MCALESTER 

City Lights Ian 1 . Citywide. (91 8) 423- 1 883 
Bridal Fair Ian 1 2, ExpoCenlei (918) 421-2006 

Chocolate Festival Feb 15 !6 The Meeting 
Place [918] 423-2550 


MUSKOGEE 

Center of Performing Arts 2400 W 
Shawnee. Jon 28, The Kingston Trio. Feb 13- 
16, South Pacific, [918) 456r2323 
Civic Center 229 W Okmulgee Ave. Jan 1 2, 
Martin Luther King Jr, Celebration. Feb 26,. 
Kiwonis Chili Day. (91 8) 684-6363 
Fairgrounds Arena 1 444 5 Cherokee Feb 7 
9, Multicultural Rodeo & School Day, (91 8) 
684-6363. Feb 16, 4-H& FF A Junior Livestock 
Show, (918) 684-3830 Feb 27-28. County 
Livestock Show, [918] 687-2458 
Garden of Lights Jan I Honor Heights Park 
(918] 684-6302 

Molehill Feb 8 ■16, Muskogee Little Theater. 
(918] 683-4901 

NORMAN 

Firehouse Art Center 444 S Flood Ave, jan 1 ■ 

5, Holiday Gift Gallery. Feb 23 28, Ceramics: 
Peter Pinndl. (405) 329-4523 

Rupel J* Jones Theatre 563 Elm Ave Jon 24 

27, Young Choreographers Showcase, Feb 

28, Nine. [405] 325-4101 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History 2401 Chalouquo Ave. Jan 
1-Feb 3 7, Sooner Football: The Championship 
Years. Jan I -Feb 28, Birds in Flight Jan 1-Feb 
28, Symbols of Faith & Belief: The Art of the 
Native American Church Jan 1 *Feb 28, Wood 
on the Wing, [405] 325-4712 
Lifestyles of the American Indian Jan 8, 
Tribes Gallery. (405) 329-4442 
Martin Luther King Celebration Ion 17, 
Catlett Music Center. (405) 292-1035 
Winter Special Olympics jan 18-20. 

Qtywide. [9t8] 481-1234 
Dutch Oven Cooking for Beginners Ian 26. 

Lake Th underbird State Park. [405] 321-4633 
Mardi Gras Parade Feb 9 Downtown 
(405] 329-5108 

Buried Child Feb 3 4-24, Weitzenhoffer The- 
ater. [405] 325-4101 

Chocolate Festival Feb 16, QCCE Commons 
Restaurant. (405) 329-4523 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

The Blue Door 2805 N McKinley Ave Jan 1 2. 
Michael Fracasso Jan 1 9, Willis Allan Ramsey. 
Jan 25. Jimmy LaFave. (405) 524-0738 
Civic Center 201 N Walker Ave Jon 5, Theater 
Series Presents East Texas Hot Links, jan 1 2. Phil 
harmonic Presents Truth & Poetry in Music, jan 1 8- 
19, Pops Presents an Enchanted Evening of 
Lemer & Loewe, with Mark Brink. Jan 22-27, Ce- 
lebrity Attractions Presents The Odd Couple, with 
Barbara Eden. Feb 9, Philharmonic Presents Ro- 
mantic Virtuosity Unbound Feb 10, Carol Brice 
Series Presents Johnna Marie Miles: Flautist, Feb 
15-17, Balfef Oklahoma Presents Romeo & Juliet 



RED DIRT GARDENS: 


The Oklahoma Garden Fest Blooms 

Take heart, seekers of spring. Roses will 
bloom in winter, along with dazzling spreads 
of tulips, daffodils, and azaleas. It all busts out 
a I the Oklahoma Garden Festival, a four-day 
hoedown that turns the Myriad Convention 
Center in Oklahoma City into a riot of color. 

This year's festival, January 31 through 
February 3, amounts to a lovefest for garden 
enthusiasts. "Our festival is very different — il is 
the only one in Oklahoma that focuses 
exclusively on the art and science of horticul- 
ture/' says Sandy Wright, the festival's 
executive director. 

Theme gardens, designed and constructed 
by Oklahoma's finest landscape architects, 
sprawl as large as three thousand square feet 
with lush sanctuaries of live plants, Shaun 
Doering, a designer with TLC nursery in 
Oklahoma City, says the festival requires 

months of planning and plant preparation, 

"Last year, we worked an props and buildings 
in October and forced blooms by putting 
hyacinths, tulips, and other flowers in the 
greenhouse around the first of December." 

Patterned after the nation's most re- 
nowned garden shows in Philadelphia, 
Seattle, Atlanta, and Cincinnati, everyone 
from hobbyist to horticulturist will find 
something to ooh and aah over 

Wright agrees. "You don't have to be a 
seasoned pro or master gardener to enjoy this 
event and gain valuable information which 
you can apply to your own landscape." 

— Mary Logan Wolf 

Two-day passes to the Oklahoma Gorcfen 
Festival are $12, or $8 per day; youth and 
seniors , $5. Discount tickets ore available in 
advance through January 30. (405) 528- 
2996. okgarden festi vai org , 


PLANNER 
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Feb 22-23 r Pops Presents Debbie Reynolds Feb 
24. Discovery Family Concerts Presents What's the 
Score? |405) 297-2264 

Individual Artists of Oklahoma Bl 1 N 

Broadway, jan 4-26 r East Central University Fac- 
ulty Show, Jon 4-26, Natalie Friedman & Diana 
Smith: The Bold & the Beautiful. Feb 1-23, Ellen 
jonsson: Looking at Lichen. Feb 1-23, Farm & Func- 
tion Furniture as Art [405] 232-6060 
Oklahoma City University 2501 N Black 
welder. Jan 20, Film Institute Presents Angry Har- 
vest, Burg Auditorium. Feb 3, Film Institute Presents 
Kodosh, Petree Auditorium, Feb 28, Romeo & 
Juliet, Burg Auditorium [405] 521-5472 
Omniplex 2 1 00 NE 52* St. Jan I -2, Star of Wan- 
der. jan 1-2. Treefest. 14051 602-6664 
Stage Center Theatre 400 W Sheridan Jan 23- 
27. Macbeth. Feb 6-10, Winter Tales Storytelling 
Festival. (405) 2704301 

State Fair Park NW 10th St & 144. jan 1 8-20. 
Home & Garden Show Jan 25-Feb 3, Boat 
Shaw. Feb 14-17, Tackle Show Feb 1517, 
Home & Garden Expo, Feb 22-24, Kruse Clas- 
sic Car Show & Auction. Feb 23-24, Friends of 
the Library Book Sale. [4051 948-6700 
New Works by Brandon Reese & Michael 
Wille Jan 1-5, Eleanor Kirkpatrick Gallery, 
|405| 951-0000 

Artifacts & Art from the Museum Collection 

Jan 1-1.3, Red Earth Museum. [405] 427-5228 
Sooner State Games Jan 1-Feb 24, Citywide 
|405) 2365000 

Wit Jon 4-26 Carpenter Square Theatre 
|405] 232-6500 

Winter Camp: Honoring the Legacy jan 1 2 


Feb 28, Natl Cowboy & Western Heritage Mu- 
seum. [405] 478-2250 

Winter Quilt Show Ian 18-19, Clarion Meridian 
Convention Center. (405| 853-6801 

The Princess & the Pea Jan 3 1-Feb 22. Okla- 
homa Children's Theatre. [405] 951-001 1 
Cy Coleman Feb 16-17, Untitled Gallery 
(405) 524-93 1 2 

Flying Companion Seminar Feb 23, Metro 

Tech [405) 942-6339 

Peking Acrobats Feb 26. Rose Stole College 
[405] 733-7458 

STILLWATER 

Gardiner Art Gallery 108 Bart left Center, 
jan 14-Feb 6, 100 Show Graphic Design. 
Feb 10-28, Studio Art Invitational Exhibition 
1405] 744-6016 

Paragon Ragtime Orchestra ;m 24, Seretean 
Center Concert Hall (405) 744-7509 
Bridal Showcase fan 26, Payne County Expc 
Center (405) 372-5000 

You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown Feb 1 4 

1 7, Town & Gown Theatre. {405) 372-9 1 22 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Presentation Feb 20 

Wes Watkins/GTD Center. [405] 744-7509 

TAHLEQUAH 

Cherokee Nat'l Museum 21672 S Keeler Dr 
Feb 1-28 Cherokee Clans Exhibit. Feb t-28 
Sam Waitskidd Retrospective Exhibit. Feb 10, 
Tahlequah Remembered Lecture Series 
[918)4566007 


TULSA 

Expo Cottier 2 1 ' J & Yale, Jan 1 -2, Circuit Quar- 
ter Horse Show, jan 18-19, Cliff Keen Athletic 
Tulsa Nationals. Jan 20-Feb 28, Crochet Ex- 
hibit, Jan 28 Feb 3, Boat, Sport & Travel Show 
Feb 8- 1 0, Darryl Siarbtrds Rod & Custom Car 
Show, Feb 15-17, Women's Show. Feb 16, 
Tuba's Largest Garage Sale. Feb 21-24, Shrine 
Circus. [9181744-1 113 

Gilcrease Museum of Art 1400 Gitcrease 
Museum Rd Jan 1-Feb 1 1 , Poetry of Place Ex- 
hibition. Feb 1 1-28, The Hewitt Collection of 
African American Art Feb 27-31, Grandma 
Moses in the 2 1st Century (918) 5962700 

Holland Hall School 1666 E 8 1 Si Jan 25 26 
Randy Marks Art Exhibit, Jan 25-Febl6, 
Charlotte's Web. Feb 23-24. Book Fair & Market. 
1918)481-1111 

Ph if brook Museum of AH 2727 S Rockford Rd 
Jan 1-6, American Drawings & Wale recta's from 
the Permanent Collection. Feb 10-28, A Personal 
journey Central African Art |91 8) 749-794 1 

Tulsa Convention Center Houston Ave & 7 
St Feb 9, Baby Fest & Family Expo, (9 1 8) 493- 
8531 Feb 15-16, Green Country Homiest 
1918] 664-9991 

Tuba Performing Arts Center 1 10 E 2 ’ Si 

Jan 19, Children's Theatre Series Presents Are You 
My Mother? Feb 1-9, The Real Thing. Feb 5, Lin- 
coln Center Jazz Orchestra wilh Wynton Marsalis, 
Feb 8-9, Philharmonic Presents Toni Tennille. Feb 
1 M3, Children's Theatre Series Presents The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar and The Very Quiet Cnckef 
Feb 15-16, Celtic Fiddle Festival, Feb 15-17. 
Tulsa Ballet Presents Shiny & New Feb 23. Violin- 
ist: Jeffery Cowen. (91 8) 59671 1 1 

Christmas Lights the Park Jan 1, Pedestrian 
Bridge, River West Festival Park (918) 5962001 

Polar Bear Days jan 1-Feb 28, Tulsa Zoo & Liv- 
ing Museum. (918) 669-6600 

Burning of the Greens Jon 6 Johnson Pork 
1918] 596 7275 

Martin Luther King Jr, Parade Jan 21 

Greenwood District {918) 492-9495 

Indian Art Festival Feb i 3, Greenwood Cu 
tural Center [9181 838-3 875 

Lollipops Concert Feb 3, Branch Theatre 
[918) 747-7473 

Family Flight Night : eb i 5 Ait & Space Mil 
seurn. [918) 834-9900 

Signature Symphony with Special Guest 
Flash Cadillac "eb 22 Tulsa Community 
College [91 8) 595-7777 

WAGONER 

Western Hills Guest Ranch on 17-19. An 
nuol Biuegrass Festival. Feb 2 1-23, Fiddlers Fes- 
tival. [918] 772-2545 

Antler Drive I an 19, Sequoyah State Park 
1918] 772-2108 

WOODWARD 

Plains Indians & Pioneers Museum 

2009 Williams Ave. Jan 1-31. Traveling Wa- 
ter color Exhrbct Feb 1-28, Gallery Show by 
Carl Rhodes. (580] 256-61 36 

Bluegrass Winter Jam Feb 1516 Northwest 
Inn. (580) 995-3147 

New Shanghai Circus Feb 25, Woodward 
Arts Theatre. (580)2567120 


OKLAHOMA WIND AND SHADOW 

It is just wind ihis January afternoon 

though the lake is only yards away, 

it is wind that mimics 

the roar of oceans 

as it sails shadows of leaves 

across drawn window blinds. 

On yesterday's walk 

down the fog -shrouded shore — - 

cold, damp, nearly dark — 

you spoke of things 

too Important, you said, to forget. 

Now blustery echoes of ocean 
remind me I have forgotten 
and shadows tease memories of things 
that will not come our way again, 

— Carl Sennhenn 

Corf Sennhenn, associate dean of humanities at Rose 
State Co/Zege in Midwest City, is currenf/y serving a 
three-year term as Ok fa homo poet laureate. 
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OUT & ABOUT 

ADA University Gallery 1 100 E 14 U St. Jan 10 
Feb 7 , Catherine ftyevich Paintings, Feb 14-28, 
Max Stephens Installation (580) 310-5353 
ALTUS Ch ristmas in the Park. Jan 1, Hightower 
Park. |580) 481-2265 

ALVA St, Louis Brass Quintet, Feb 18, MWOSU, 
Herod Hall (580) 327-8590 
ARDMORE Choc*A*f rolic Chocolate Festival, Feb 
8, Heritage Hall (580)226-6246 
ARDMORE Valentine Dinner Feb 14, Lake 
Murray Resort {580] 223-6600 
SRAGG5 Greenleaf State Park Jan 12, Winter 
WaierFawl & Eagle Watch. Feb 9, Sweetheari 
Party. |918) 487-7125 

BROKEN ARROW Christmas at Rhema. jan 1 
Rhema Bible Church, (918) 251 8016 
BROKEN ARROW Grace & Glorie, Feb 8-17, 
Community Playhouse. [9 1 8} 258-0077 
CHECOTAH Eagle Watch, Feb 2, Porum Landing 
Fire Station [9 1 8) 689*5039 
CHECOTAH Bluegross Festival, Feb 22-23, Foun- 
tainhead Resort, (918) 689-9173 
CHICK ASH A J5AG, Art Gallery, 1 7th 8. Grand 
jan 5*feb 8 r Jeff Mitchell Feb 1 7-28, John 
Bradenburg. [405) 574-1 374 
CHICKASHA Home & Garden Expo, Feb 1 5- 1 6, 
Grady County Fairgrounds (405) 224-0787 
CLARE MO RE Green Country Tackle Show, Feb 
8- 1 0, Expo Center (405) 943*3800 
CLINTON Festival of Lights, Jan 1-2, Frisco Av- 
enue (580) 323-2222 

CORN German Feast & Auction, Feb 2, Corn 
Bible Academy |580] 343-2261 
CUSHING ^“he Rainmaker, Feb 22-24, Dinner 
Theatre. (918) 225 4141 
DEL CITY Bluegross Music Concert, Feb 2, Kerr Jr 
High School, (405) 677 1509 
DEL CITY CMA jubilee, Feb 17, Country Western 
Hall of Fame. 1405] 6776107 
DUNCAN Simmons Center, 800 N 29 ! St Jan 1 2 
Braschlers Music Show Feb 2, Circle the State 
with Song. Feb 1 4-23- Grease, (580) 252-2900 
DURANT Bridal Fair & Prom Style Show, Feb 2, 
SOSU Campus. VPAC Building [580] 924 1550 
ELK CITY KiwcmU Kids Karnlvd, Feb 1-2, Civic 
Center, (580) 225 3434 
FORT GIBSON V ictorian Valentine Workshop. 
Feb 2. Fort Gibson Historic Site (918] 
4784088 

FORT TOWSON 830s Fur Trade Rendezvous, 
Feb 24-28, Fort Towson Historic Site. (580] 
873-9385 

FREDERICK Chili Day; Jan 12, DAV Building 
[580)335*2126 

FREDERICK Oyster Fry Takeout, Feb 1 6, Prather 
Brown Center [580} 335*2126 
GROVE ■ lame & Garden Show, Civic Center 
(918] 786-9079 

GUTHRIE U5TRC Oklahoma Winter Classic. Feb 
15-17, Lazy E Arena, |4-05) 282*3004 
GUYMON Texas County Fairgrounds, Sunset & 
5 ,,l Si. Feb 19-21, junior Livestock Show Feb 
23, Better Living Show, (580) 338-5446 
HINTON Christmas Canyon Light Festival, Jan 1 , 
Red Rock Canyon State Park [405 J 542*634 4 
HULBERT American Bald Eagle Tour. Jari 12 
Sequoyah State Park. (918) 772*2108 
ID ABEL Museum of the Red River, 81 2 E Lincoln 
Rd Feb 19-28. Can temporary Indian Artists, Feb 
23. Contemporary Artists Workshop & Recep- 
tion. [580] 286-3616 


KAW CITY Eagle Welch, Jan 19, Community 
Center [580] 762-9494 
MIAMI indi an Market & Stomp Dance, jan 25*26, 
Miami Tribal Headquarters, (918] 542 1445 
MIDWEST CITY Bluegrass Music Society Con- 
cert &Jom, Jan 1 2, Feb 9, Community Center 
[405) 485*2370 

PERRY A Day at Rose H.ll School, Jan 22-Feb 28. 

Rose Hill School. (580) 3362405 
PERRY livestock Show. Feb 25-28, Noble County 
Fairgrounds (580) 3363522 
PONCA CITY Bald Eagle Viewing, jan 19. Kaw 
Lake. (580) 762*9494 

PONCA CITY Forever Plaid. Jon 24-2 7 Ponca 
Playhouse. (580) 765*5360 
PRAGUE Chamber Banquet, Feb 7, Community 
Center (405) 567-2616 
REAGAN Jubilee, Jan 1 2-Feb 28, Senior Citizen 
Center. (580) 384-5536 
SAPULPA Lei Your Lights Shine on Mam Street 
Jon 1, Downtown (918) 224-5709 
SAPULPA Pride & Prejudice, Feb 110, Commu- 
nity Theatre [9 1 8} 227*2 1 69 
SHAWNEE Fhe Diary of Anne Frank Feb 0-1 6 
Little Theatre. [405] 275-2456 
SULPHUR Bald Eagle Days, Feb 23, Chickasaw 
Natl Recreation Area, (580) 622 3 165 
TALOGA Livestock Show, Feb 25-26. Dewey 
County Fairgrounds. (580J 328-5351 
VALLIANT Groundhog Brunch eon, Feb 8. Meth- 
odist Church. (580) 933-5050 
VIAN ^enkiller State Park. Jan 5, 19, Loon 
Watch. Feb 9, Valentine Masquerade Ball 
(91 8] 489 564 1 

VIAN Eagle Tour, fan 1 2, 26, Sequoyah Nall 
Wildlife Refuge. (918) 489-5641 
WAYNOKA vVildscape Wild Game Feed, Feb 
2, High School. (580)824-1471 
WEATHERFORD Crystal Christmas Light Festival, 
Jan 1, Crystal Beach Park. (580) 256741 1 
WEATHERFORD Jazz Festival, Feb 7*8, SWOSU 
Fine Arts Center [580) 774*3063 
YALE Civil War Reenactment. Feb 15 17, Jim 
Thorpe Park. (918) 387-2525 
YUKON Life with Mother Superior, Feb 14-23, 
Yukon Museum & Art Center. (405) 681-5263 

For more listings, visit our 
website at oklahomatoday.com. 


Dates and limes are subject lo change; 
please confirm before attending any 
event. The events guide is a free service 
published on a spacer variable basis To 
be considered, please moil a concise 
notice of Ihe even! (a separate page for 
each event) that includes date, lime, 
place, address, admission prices, and 
both a contact telephone number and a 
phone number that con be published. 
Notices musl arrive at Oklahoma Today 
three calendar months prior to publica- 
tion (i.e. May-june events must arrive by 
Feb 1). Send (o; Enlerlainmenl Calendar, 
Oklahoma Today , P.O. Box 53384, 
Oklahoma City, OK 7 3 1 52 or fax: 

(405) 522*4588; we cannol, however, 
lake listings over fhe telephone. 


WINTER 

SPORTS 

Oklahoma City Blazers 

jan 1 Memphis, TBA 

Jan 4 Bossier-Shmvepori, 7:35 p.m. 

Jan 5 Son Antonio, 7:30 p.m 

jan 8 Tulsa, 7:05 p.m. 

jan 1 I Fori Worth, 7 35 p.m. 

jan 12 Tulsa, 7 35 p.m 

jan 26 San Antonio, 7:20 p.m. 

jan 29 Auslin, 7 05 p m 

Feb 2 Amarillo, 7:35 p.m 

Feb 3 Wichita. 3:35 p.m 

Feb 15 Wichita. 7:35 p m 

Feb 16 Indianapolis, 7 35 p.m 

Tulsa Oilers 

jan 3 San Angelo, 7:05 p.m 

jan 17 Wichita, 7:35 p.m 

jan 22 Fart Worth, 7:05 p m 
Jan 24 Oklahoma City, 7 05 p m 
Jan 29 Indianapolis, 7 05 p.m 
Feb 17 Oklahoma City, 6:00 p.m. 
Feb 19 Bossier- Shreveport, 7:05 p m 
Feb 22 Austin, 7 35 p.m. 

Feb 26 Corpus ChristE, 7:05 p.m. 

Oklahoma State University 

Men's Basketball 

Jan 5 Texas, 3:00 p m 

Jan 15 Kansas, 8 00 p.m 

Jan 23 Nebraska, 7:00 p.m 

Jan 26 Colorado, 3:00 p.m 

Feb 6 Texas Tech, 7:00 p.m, 

Feb 13 Oklahoma, 8:00 p.m 

Feb 23 Baylor, 3:00 p.m. 

Women's Basketball 

Jan 6 Missouri, TBA 

Jan 16 Texas, 7:00 p.m 

Jan 19 Kansas Slate, TBA 

Jar 29 Oklahoma, 7:00 p.m 
Feb 5 Texas A&M. 7:00 p.m 

Feb 14 Texas Tech, TBA 

Feb 17 Iowa Stare, 2.00 p.m 

Feb 24 Baylor, TBA 

University of Oklahoma 

Men's Basketball 

Jar 5 Texas A&M, 7:00 p m 

Jan 12 Texas Tech, 12:45 p.m 

Jan 21 Missouri, 8:00 p.m. 

Jan 30 Oklahoma State, 8:00 p.m 
Feb 6 Baylor. 7:00 p m 
Feb 16 Kansas Stale, 1 2 45 p m 
Feb 23 Texas, 8:00 p.m 

Feb 26 Iowa State, 8:00 p.m. 

Womens Basketball 

Jan 2 Colorado, 7 00 p.m. 

Jon 9 Oklahoma State, 7:00 p m 
jan 1 9 Texas, 3:00 p.m 

Feb 2 Kansas, 1:00 p m 

Feb 5 Baylor, 7:00 p.m 

Feb 9 Texas A&M, 3:00 p.m 

Feb 16 Nebraska, 3:00 p.rn, 

Feb 27 Texas Tech, 7:30 p.m 

*Home Gomes Only 
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PLANNER 



The Yoieum, located in 
an old Wool worth's 
store in downtown 
Bartlesville, features 
more than eight 
hundred Duncan yo-yos 
representing every 
decade since Don 
Duncan's father started 
the company in 1930. 
Though Duncan is not in 
the yo-yo business, he 
does keep some stock 
on hand for purchase. 
He also hosts a free yo- 
yo workshop for 
youngsters. 


Round and Round 


her, 

J 

le 


D ON DUNCAN IS MORE THAN A MERE 
afici-yo-nado of the little gizmo on his finger. 
He is genetically attached as well. It was his father, 
after all , who introduced the yo-yo to the masses. 

Now, Don Duncan the son lives in retirement 
(“only you wouldn’t know it”) in Bartlesville 
where, in die shadow of Frank Lloyd Wrights 
Price Tower, he has open ed the Yozeum. 

“It’s a solo sport,” says Duncan of his 
hobby. “You don’t have to be six ket tall or 
m useular. ft fits in your pocket. You never 
have to chase it.” 

Like the architect Wright before him, the 
original Don Duncan started his career while liv- 
ing in Oak Park, Illinois, although he actually dis- 
covered the yo-yo in San Francisco in 1929, when 
he saw a man playing with a similarly stringed toy. 

In less than a year, Duncan Sr. had started his 
own company, Duncan Toy and Novelty, eventu- 
ally manufacturing his trademarked yo-yos at a 
family-owned factory in Luck, Wisconsin, During 
the thirty-six years Duncan’s family owned the 
company, they sold upwards of five to six million 
toys a year. 

In 1998, the younger Duncan and his wife 
Donna, who were living in Arizona at the time, vis- 


ited Bill Caswell* a Bartlesville yo-yo collector. 
Donna saw a house for sale. Though the couple had 
no Oklahoma ties, they liked the house in Bartlesville 
so much, they signed on the dotted line and became 
instant Okies. The Duncans opened the 
Yozeum on June 1 , 2001 . 

The couple is trying to find 
a permanent home for the 
Yozeum, a location comfort- 
ably close to their home in 
Bartlesville. Yo-yo enthusiasts 
from Wichita have expressed 
interest in locating the museum 
there; Duncan says he also welcomes 
Oklahoma entreaties. 

Regardless of the museum s specific future, the 
yo-yo remains a source of amusement for children 
of all ages. “Ir s a very wholesome product,” says 
Duncan. u We’ve seen it change lives and bring 
families together,” 

— -Jay C, Grelen 

The Yozeum , 308 South Johnstone Avenue in 
Bartlesville > is open 12 pan ♦ to 5 pan. Wednesday 
through Friday and 9 a. rn. to 2 p, m. on Saturday , 
(9 IS) 333-8817, 


y 
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TOM luker 


We're charting a better course 
for highway driving. 



At the Oklahoma Transportation Authority we are 
committed to safety, quality and convenience. Turnpike 
travel saves time, money and lives. Travel Oklahoma 
Turnpikes and see why we're the road experts. 



Oklahoma Transportation Authority 

The Road Experts 




